VISITACION  VALLEY 


Lowe's  Construction  Now  Underway 
At  Former  Goodman's  Limiber  Site 


NUMBER  280 


SERVING  OUR  COMMUNITY 


NOVEMBER  2009 


Bict  Crowd  Cheers  New  Golf  Center  at  WMS 


Launched  on  Oct  7,  the  new  Hrst  Tee  Learning  Faolity  at  Vis/tacK)n  Valley  Mddle^^  rindudes  an  indoor  dassroom 
faality,  netted  dnving  range,  putting  green  and  grass  chipp/ng  area  The  design  and  funding  for  the  learning  center  ivas 
pmi^ded  by  f^rst  Tee  of  San  f^noscoa/Kf  the  constnxlxxi  was  managed  by  ff^     Unified  School  Dstnct- 


by  Belh/  ParaUall 

A  couple  of  hundred  neiglibors, 
parents  and  friends  gathered  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School 
for  the  dedication  ceremony  of  the 
state-of-the-art  golf-leaming  cen- 
ter on  October  7. 

Cheered  on  by  the  student 
body  of  nearly  300  young  people 
wearing  First  Tee  shirts,  M.iyor 
Gavin  Newsom,  Sandy  Tatum, 
president  of  the  First  Tee  of  San 
Francisco,  and  other  guests  com- 
mented on  the  accomplishment 
that  brings  the  game  of  golf  and 
its  values  to  underserv^  youth 
of  San  Francisco. 

Funded  and  designed  by  The 
First  Tee,  the  center  includes  a 
netted  driving  range,  putting 
green  and  grass  chipping  area 
and  an  indoor  classroom.  Con- 
struction was  managed  by  theS.F. 


Ex^ryone  was  in  a  golfing  spirit  Oct  7. 


Unified  School  District. 

"So  many  people  helped  make 
tliis  dream  a  realit)',  including  the 
school  district  and  middle  school 
principal  James  Dierke.  There  was 
clearly  the  need  for  a  new  acces- 
sible facility  to  give  young  people 
in  tlie  area  the  opportunity  to  learn 
the  First  Tee's  life  skills  program- 
ming and  this  game  that  we  so 
love,"  said  latum. 

The  First  Tee  emphasizes  nine 
principles  that  are  tau^t  along  with 
the  mechanics  of  the  game,  and 
these  principles  are  posted  at  the 
nine  driving  stations:  Courtesy,  In- 
tegrity, Respect,  Confidence,  Perse- 
verance Honesty,  Sportsmanship, 
Responsibility  and  judgment 

That  these  principles  are  learned 
was  well  illustrated  by  one  of  the 
speakers,  eiglith  grader  Joi  Fisher 
The  young  lady,  a  well-liked  stu- 
dent with  top  grades  and  athletic 
skills,  told  how  she  remembered 
her  introduction  to  golf.  "I  learned 
that  the  first  thing  you  do  on  the  golf 
course  is  Introduce  yourself  and 
shake  hands,"  she  recounted. 

PGA  Tour  professionals  Paul 
Azinger  and  Nick  Faldo  were  also 
on  hand,  and  after  the  opening  in- 
troductions and  speeches  gave  the 
youngsters  a  brief  golf  clinic,  dem- 
onstrating posture,  hand  position 
on  theclub,  and  driving.  F^ch  man 
also  spoke  to  the  students  abou  t  tlie 
nine  principles  and  how  integrat- 
ing them  into  their  golf  game  pro- 
vides life  skills  that  will  ser\'e  them 
welJ  for  all  activities. 

Faldo  emphasized  the  persever- 
ance one  learns  by  staying  in  the 
game  and  doing  one's  best  no  mat- 


JcH  Fisher  ^ke  atx>ut  golf pnnaples. 
ter  how  tough  it  may  seem 
Azinger  spoke  about  the  integrity' 
practiced  by  the  professionals: 
they  will  give  themselves  a  pen- 
alty even  when  no  one  else  saw 
the  error  involved. 

The  celebrafion  ended  with  a 
spirited  contest  between  two 
teams  of  young  golfers,  the  white 
shirts  vs.  the  green  shirts,  in  which 
the  object  was  to  break  open  a 
pinata  in  the  shape  of  a  giant  ice 
cream  cone  by  driving  a  ball  into 
it.  While  several  hit  the  target,  it 
finally  required  a  good  clubbing 
to  break  it  open  and  spill  out  a 
huge  supply  of  golf  balls. 

The  First  Tee  was  started  by  the 
World  Golf  Foundation  12  years 
ago  to  bring  the  game  to  children 
who  might  not  otherwise  have  an 
opportunity  to  play  The  San  Fran- 
cisco program  was  established  in 
2003  as  part  of  the  renovation  of 
Harding  Park  golf  course  and  has 
included  nine  elementary  and 
middle  schools  located  in  the 
Visitacion  Valley  and  Bayview 
neighborhoods  as  part  of  the  stu- 
dents' physical  education  classes. 
The  facility  at  Visitacion  Valley 
Middle  School  will  be  shan?d  with 
these  other  schools. 


City  to  Open  311  Customer  Service  Center  to  Developers 


Mayor  Newsom  announced  on 
Oct.  14  that  San  Francisco  is  go- 
ing to  transform  the  City's  311 
Customer  Service  Center  into  a 
tool  of  even  greater  value  by 
building  an  Open  31 1  platform. 

Open  311  will  allow  software 
developers  to  write  web  applica- 
tions that  do  two  things:  get  ser- 
vice request  data  from  the  31 1  sys- 
tem, and  submit  new  service  re- 
quests to  city  departments. 

"The  success  of  DataSF  and  the 
DataSF  App  Showcase  has  proven 
that  the  public  will  create  innova- 
tive applications  when  given  ac- 
cess to  the  ir\f  ormation  they  need," 
said  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom.  "We 


anticipate  the  same  response  and 
innovation  from  Open  31 1 ." 

The  31 1  Customer  Service  Cen- 
ter, which  launched  in  March 
2007,  has  answered  over  7  mil- 
lion calls  and  serves  callers  in 
more  than  176  languages.  Mak- 
ing an  Open  311  API  (Applica- 
tion Programming  Interface) 
will  open  the  current  31 1  service 
to  those  who  wish  to  build  ap- 
plications on  top  of  it. 

"We  imagine  that  many  appli- 
cations will  be  built  from  Open 
311,"  said  Nancy  Alfaro,  Director 
of  311.  "For  example,  a  smart 
phone  application  that  allows  citi- 
zens to  easily  report  new  issues  to 


city  departments  with  their 
device's  camera  and  GPS  system," 
The  Open  31 1  API  is  expected 
to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

"Creating  an  Open  311  system 
will  allow  web  sites  and  civic- 
minded  developers  like  Every 
Block  to  create  useful  web  appli- 
cations without  any  cost  to  the  city. 
This  allows  them  to  focus  on  the 
actual  delivery  of  services  rather 
than  the  technology  to  manage 
and  display  requests,"  said 
EveryBlock  co-founder  Daniel  X 
O'Neil.  "We  highly  recommend 
that  all  municipalities  follow  San 
Francisco's  lead."        see  Page  si 


Mayor  Gavm  Newsom  and  Su- 
pervisor Sophie  Maxwell  an- 
nounced on  Oct.  21  that  Lowe's 
has  begun  construction  on  its  new 
home  improvement  store  on 
Bayshore  Boulevard. 

The  store  provides  a  major  eco- 
nomic boost  to  the  City,  providing 
much-needed  jobs  for  nearby  resi- 
dents and  over  one  million  dollars 
in  local  tax  revenue  annually. 

"Since  taking  office,  improving 
the  quality  of  life  for  residents  of 
the  Bayview  Hunters  Point  neigh- 
borhood has  been  one  of  my  core 
priorities.  Attracting  Lowe's  and 


the  jobs  they  will  create  is  a  fur- 
ther step  in  making  good  on  my 
promises  to  this  community,"  said 
Mayor  Newsom.  "We  are  fortu- 
nate that  Lowe's  has  the  confi- 
dence in  our  local  economy  to 
pursue  this  location." 

The  site  of  the  new  store,  the 
former  Goodman's  Lumber  site,  is 
part  of  the  San  Francisco  Redevel- 
opment Agency's  Bayview  Hunt- 
ers Point  project  area  and  has  been 
vacant  for  9  years.  Lowe's  will  as- 
sume the  development  entitle- 
ments held  by  the  Goodman  fam- 
ily for  Home  Depot.    See  Page  si 


A  Very  Big  Lesson  for  the  Optimists 


by  Russel  Marine 

Optimism  is  seeing  the  glass  half 
full  when,  in  fact,  it's  really  half 
empty.  Optimists,  to  their  credit, 
try  to  find  the  positive  side  to  oth- 
erwise negative  situations.  It's  go- 
ing to  take  a  room  full  of  optimists 
to  find  the  positive  side  to  the  fol- 
lowing situation. 

Last  month  the  Grapevine  ran  a 
story  detailing  the  potential  loss  of 
nearly  $500,000  in  fiindsearmarked 
for  neighborhood  improvements. 
The  $5(X),000  would  have  been  paid 
by  the  developers  of  the  new 
Bayside  Vista  development  (201 1 
Bayshore  Blvd.)  for  the  first  phase 
of  their  residential  project. 

The  Kinds  would  have  been  gen- 
erated by  the  Visitadon  Valley  Com- 
munity  Facilities  and  Infrastructure 
Fee  and  Fund  Ordinance  that  levies 
a  $4.58  fee  per  square  foot  fee  on  new 
residential  developments,  Thedevel- 
opers  of  Bayside  Vista  took  excep- 
tion to  thisordinanceand  its  fee  and 
sued  theQty  seeking  rvlief.  At  issue 
was  the  intent  of  the  ordinance  and 
rather  or  not  it  applied  to  the  64 
townhomes  at  Bayside  Vista. 

Furtlier  investigation  lias  revealed 
the  terms  of  an  out  of  court  settle- 


ment. The  developers  agreed  to 
drop  the  lawsuit  and  all  future  claims 
against  the  City  in  return  for  a  lower 
per  square  foot  fee  payment  Instead 
of  $4.58  per  square  foot  the  Qty  has 
agreed  to  lower  the  amount  of  the  fiee 
to  $1,^  per  square  foot  just  abou  t  half 
of  the  mandated  amount, 

A  quick  calculation  based  upon 
the  lower  fee  indicates  that  about 
$220,000  should  now  be  generated 
from  this  phase  of  the  Bayside  Vista 
devlopment.  Optimists  will  see 
this  as  a  win  for  the  community; 
half  of  something  is  better  than  all 
of  nothing,  right? 

Unfortunately,  even  if  you  con- 
sider the  $220,000  optimisHcally, 
this  total  amount  will  not  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  communit)'  in  a  lump 
sum.  Rather,  a  proportional  share 
is  paid  as  each  unit  sells. 

As  a  result,  the  fee  purportedly 
targeting  the  developer  is  effec- 
tively transferred  to  the  new  home 
buyer  For  example,  a  typical  1,200 
square  foot  unit  will  have  an  addi- 
tional $2,820  tacked  on  to  cover  the 
fee  payment. 

"This  is  indeed  a  great  way  to  wel- 
come new  residents  to  the  neigh- 
borhood!" says  the  pessimist. 


House  Collapses  on  Arleta  Avenue 


The  second  floor  of  a  house  at  316  Arleta  A  ve.  took  a  tumble  on  Oct.  3 


hi/  Rnssc/  Morine 

The  Grapevine  would  be  negli- 
gent in  its  duty  to  keep  the  resi- 
dents of  Visitacion  Valley  in- 
formed if  we  did  not  mention  the 
untimely  collapse  of  316  Arleta 
Ave.  on  Sahjrday  October  3, 2009. 

If  the  address  sounds  familiar, 
you  might  recall  that  316  Arleta 
was  featured  in  the  May  2009  edi- 
tion of  this  paper  The  house  was 
singled  out  because  it  appeared 
to  be  willfully  neglected  by  its 
new  owners. 

Much  of  the  interior  had  been 
gutted  and  the  windows  and 
doors  left  unsecured.  The  own- 
ers had  just  t>egun  to  shore  up 
foundation  of  the  old  home  when 
a  strong  gust  of  wind  all  but  de- 
stroyed the  second  floor 

The  insurance  carrier  may  ulti- 
mately list  this  sudden  failure  of 
structural  integrity  as  an  act  of 


God,  but  it  was  not  God  whom 
stripped  the  building  of  its  struc- 
tural supports. 

Fortunately  the  uncontrolled  im- 
plosion caused  no  injury  or  prop- 
erty damage.  The  owners  of  the 
property  were  issued  an  emergency 
demo  pemiit  (see  below)  to  remove 
just  the  second  floor  The  ground 
floor  remains  and  presumable  the 
owners  will  be  compelled  to  restore 
the  building  to  its  original  form. 


316  ARLETA  DEPT  OF  BUILDING 
INSPECTION  PERMIT  EMERGENCY 
PORUfii  COLLAPSE  DEBRIS  REMOVAL 
FROM  ABOVE  THE  2ND  FLOOR  ONLY 
(PARTIAL  COLLAPSE  OF  FRAMING  AND 
ROOF  ABOVE  2ND  FLOOR  DURING 
OONSTRUCVON)  ThBSISNOTAPERm 
TO  DEMOLISH  BLDG  ADDITIONAL 
ALTERATlONFERfATSHAaBEREOD  TO 
ADDRESS  AND  REVISE  PRIOR  ISSUED 
m200d0l233060 FOR  COLLAPSED 


2-NOVE«BEB2009  viSfTACiONVALL£YGRAPEviNE  Mortgage  Reform  and  Anti-  WThcil  YoU  CTlldriCG 

(  Grapevine  Mailbor)  r,^';;,L's:dt^Hous:''"  ^ 


r  A^r^i*4*^r,*^  Consumers  will  have  a  powerhil 

Improving  the  Amphitheater  ^^^^^^^  ^     ^^^^  ^ 

1  inviteyou  to|oin  me  on  Saturday.  American  famiUes  can  have  the  in- 

November  7  from  1  to  3  p^m.  for  a  ^^^^^^^^        need  to  make  in- 

commun>^  meehng  at  the  Louis  ^^^^^^  ^-^^^^j^,  j^i^i^ns.  Tlie 

^""^'9V.^''';'^^*^?!S^^^!i:^"'''^'"  agenq'  will  crack  down  on  Indus- 

sity  and  Wayland  streets).  The  pur-  ... 

pose 

jghbo 


Qocks,  If  s  Time  to 
Change  Batteries 

Americans  can  take  simple  steps 
to  protect  their  families  from  house 
fires. 


The  lAFC  reminds  people  that  the  chest  pain  and  confusion, 
best  way  to  protect  your  family  in  a    "A  carixin  monoxide  detector  can 
home  fire  is  to  have  a  working  smoke  tell  you  when  dangerous  levels  of 
detector.  And  the  NFPAoffers  these  the  gj-.  dn-  pa-s^mt. 
safety  facts:  Flashlight  Facts 

Fire  Safety  "Candles  used  for  light  in  the  ab- 

*A  smoke  detector  doubles  your  sence  of  electrical  power  cause  one- 
chances  of  surviving  a  home  fire—  third  of  fatal  home  fires, 
but  onlv  if  it  works.  "Candles  are  the  third-leading 

Developinga  family  emergency  es-  cause  of  injuries  from  home  fires,  fol- 


For  instance,  every  time  you 
o^thosTe^elltobri^e^^  tiypracticesthatareonly  designed  change  the  docks  for  daylight-Lv-    '^^^        ^      .  , 
a^th^  fhTJ^l^ZrZZhhZ  to  increase  profits  at  the  expense  ing  time,  change  the  batteries  in  your  cape  plan  can  be  cruaal  to  everyone  s  lowing  cooking  and  heating. 
h^e^uS^and^^D,^^^^    ofconsumers.sufferingwithh.gh  smoke  detectors.  The  International 
hood  groups  and  event  promoters  ^^d  hidden  fees  and  smaU  print  no  Assodafion  of  Fire  Chiefs  (lAFC) 

one  can  understand.  says  thafs  the  best  way  to  keep  your 

This  legislafion  was  referred  to  family  safe  during  a  home  fire, 
the  House  Committee  on  Finan-  Know  The  Risks 
cial  Services  and  the  House  Com-     ^  home  fia-de.ithoccursaboulev- 
amnhitheafPf  mittee on  Energy  and  Commerce,  ^ry  three  hours  in  the  U.S.,  and 

We  are  invitine  reoresenta lives  Financial  Services  Committee  ^ughly  two-thirds  of  those  deaths 
We  are  mviting  representatives  ^^^^  ^  creation  of  ^%         fir^  in  hnmp^  withnnt 


involved  with  The  Jerry  Garda  Am- 
phittieater  to  discuss  current  projects, 
its  future,  and  to  brainstorm  on  how 
wecan  work  collaboratively  on  com- 
mon goals  and  improvements  to  the 


;»rion  and  P;irU  promoters  nf  the  ^^e  agency  on  September  30th.  working  smoke  alarms.  And  while  each  year  from  unintentional,  nonfire  vices,  terrorism  response,  hazard- 

Iprrv  C^Tcit  Amnhithpater  mm    F^"*'^'"?        ^^V^     consider-  %  peuxni  of  American  homes  have  ca^t^"  monoxide  poisoning.  ous  materials  spills,  natural  disas- 

mMnih,  a.n„nc  iLt       ih'p  ;,m    ing  amendments  to  the  bill,  on  Oc-  a,  lea^t  one  smoke  detector,  19  per-    'Carbon  mono)cide  is  sometimes  ters,  search  and  rt^scue  and  public 

Zrheatf^Td  Jro,  nsTntere^              22nd,  the  Finandal  Services  ^ent  do  not  have  at  least  one  that  called  "the  silent  killer"  It  is  color-  safety  legislation. 

Mcl  aren  Park                        Committee  passed  the  bill  by  a  works,  mosUyduetomissingordead  less,  odorless  and  tasteless.  For  more  information  on  fire 

voteof  39  to  29.  Please  be  assured  batteries,  according  to  the  National    "Symptoms  of  carbon  monoxide  safety,  visit  www.iafc.org  and 

that  I  will  keep  your  comments  in  pjj^  Protection  Assodation  (NFPA).   poisoning  indude  headache,  weak-  ww  w.energizercom/firesafety  or 

mind  when  the  House  considers     People  also  often  disable  their          dizziness,  nausea,  vomiting,  call  (703)  273-091 1 .  ivaps 

"co'nTi  wn,  work  ,n  a  b.part,-  rS^'u^^^^^^^^m^  Renewing  Our  Commitment  to  Education 

Response  to  a  Consumer    san  way  and  with  the  Obama  Ad-  and  steam.  A  safer  alternative  is  to  In/  Senator  Mark  Leno  Obama's  economic  stimulus  and 

Financial  Protection  Agency   ministration  to  constructively  j^^^^  thealami  farther  away  from     California  boasts  one  of  thelarg-  recovery  efforts.  Earlier  this  year 

FoUoii'iti^L^an-sfK'udiu-^lvtU-rn-a-n'ed  move  forward  essential  refonms  of  kitchens  or  bathrtx)ms,  est  economies  in  the  world  -  an  California  was  the  first  state  in  the 

Oct.  26  by  neighborhood  activist  fmandal  regulation  that  will  pro-     To  help  keep  people  safe,  Energizer  economy  that  continues  to  require  nation  tobeapproved  forState  Fis- 

Marlene  fran  from  Congressperson  feet  all  consumers  agamst  future  and  the  lAFC  launched  the  Change  an  ever-increasing  number  of  edu-  cal  Stabilization  Fund  dollars. 

Nana/ Pt'losiTvvardinv a  Consumer  Fi-  Through  these  actions,  I  Your  Cock  Change  Your  Batter)^  cated,  skilled  workers.  We  are  a  which  delivered  more  than  $2.5 

nancml  Protection  Agenaj.  ^"^  confident  that  our  finanaal  (CYCCYB)initiative22yeareaga  In  worldleader,yetourstateranks47th  billion  to  CaUfomia  schools. 

DearMs.Tran:  institutions  will  become  more  2009,  the  day  to  set  your  docks  back  in  the  nation  in  per-pupil  funding     In  addition,  the  Legislahire  is 

Thank  you  for  contacting  me  to  stable,  our  economy  will  begin  to  and  change  the  batteries  in  your  for  public  schools,  the  very  institu-  meeting  in  a  spedal  session  this  fall 

express  your  views  on  a  Consumer  grow  again,  and  the  American  smoke  detectors  is  November],  The  tions  that  prepare  Califomians  for  toconsiderapackageofeducaHon 

Finandal  Protection  Agency.  I  ap-  people  will  have  moreconfidence  program  also  reminds  families  to  college  and  the  workforce.  This  bills  that  will  ensure  that  Califor- 

predate  hearing  from  you  on  this      '"vesting  their  hard-earned  change  the  batteries  in  their  carbon  year's  unprecedented  budget  crisis,  nia      meets      the  Obama 

important  issue.  dollars  to  secure  a  long-term,  monoxide  detectors  and  their  emer-  prompted  by  the  global  economic  Administration'seligjbility  require- 

Our  nation  is  at  a  critical  point  in  Prosperous  fuhire.  gency  flashlights  so  they  are  pre  downturn,  has  only  made  matters  ments  for  the  competitive  Race  to 

our  history,  and  we  must  continue    Thank  you  again  for  contacting  pared  in  case  a  severe  winter  storm  worse.  Public  education  funding  in  the  Top  grant  program.  Without 

to  act  to  restore  confidence  in  our  "le  on  this  important  issue.  I  hope  causes  a  power  outage.  California  was  cut  by  $11  billion  for  legislative  reforms,  California 

finandal  markets  and  toreinvigo-  you"/>ll  continue  to  communicate     Jhecampaign  is  part  of  an  overall  the  2009-10  budget  year  would  not  meet  the  requirements 

rate  our  economy.  In  light  of  the  ^i*"  nie  on  matters  of  concern  to  ^amily  preparedness  effort  to  keep     Duringthelasttwoyears  wehave  to  receive  any  portion  of  the $4.35 

failure  of  our  financial  market  y^"'  Por  more  information  on  this  communitiessafeall  year  long.  Dur-  earned  the  dubious  distinction  of  billion  that  will  be  available  to  U.S. 

regulatory  struchare  to  prevent  the  or  other  issues  affecting  our  dty  ing  tiie  fall,  Energizer  and  the  lAFC  having  drained  the  most  funding  schools.  We  want  to  ensure  that 

current  economic  crisis.  Congress  ^™  our  nation,  please  visit  my  willinformfamiliesaboutfiresafety  from  our  public  education  system  California  is  not  only  eligible  for 

and  the  Obama  Administi-ation  are  websiteatwww.house.gov/pelosi  with  the  CYCCYB  program.  In  the  since  the  Great  Depression.  Thou-  these  funds,  but  is  also  poised  as 

working  dosely  together  to  make      ^'gn  up  to  receive  e-mail  up-  spring,  they  willencouragecommu-  sands  of  teachers  and  educational  one  of  the  most  competitive  states 

sure  that  we  bring  common-sense  fw     ^'  www.house.gov/pelosi/  ^^^^        prepared  for  natural  di-  professionalsarelosing  their  jobs.  As  in  the  nation  so  wecan  secure  criti- 

!M  A/subscription. html.  sasters,  sudi  as  tornadoes  and  hur-  ^  result,  class  size  is  increasing,  cal  and  much-needed  monies  for 

Sincerely,  Nancy  Pelosi,  ricanes,wilhtheKeepSafe.K«?pCK>  course  offerings  and  resources  are  our  schools. 


safety.  *When  your  power  goes  out,  use 

"Home  fire  fatalities  occur  most  of-  flashli^ts  instead  of  candles, 

ten  between  11  p.m.  and  7  a.m.—  Additional  Infomiation 

whenmostpeopleareasleepandthe  The  lAFC  is  a  nonprofit  assoda- 

houseisdark.  tion  representing  nearly  13,000chief 

"Smoke  alarms  should  be  replaced  fireofncersandemergencyservices 

at  least  everv  10  years.  leaders  worldwide.  Itsmembersare 

Carbon  Monoxide  101  the  world's  leading  experts  in 

About  700  people  in  the  U.S.  die  firefi^ting,  emergency  medical  ser- 


in McLaren  Park  in  general. 

For  questions  or  to  RSVP, 
please  call  415-554-6975  or  email 
avalosstaff^^sfgov.org 
Supervisor  John  Avalos 


reform,  taxpayer  protection,  ac- 
countabiLt^',  justice,  and  transpar- 
ency to  the  finandal  system. 

The  financial  crisis  exposed  con- 
sumer safety  as  a  major  gap  in  our 
system  of  financial  regulation. 
Unscrupulous  providers  peddled 
exotic  and  risky,  and  sometimes 
fraudulent,  finandal  products  tiiat 
consumers  often  didn't  under- 
stand. We  now  know  that  these 
risky  practices  contributed  to 
record  foreclosures,  a  financial 
crisis  of  unprecedented  propor- 
tions, and  a  recession  we're  still 
recovering  from. 

To  this  end.  Congress  will  soon 
consider  many  regulatory  reforms 
proposed  by  President  Obama, 
including  the  establishment  of  a 
new  Consumer  Financial  Protec- 
tion Agency  to  protect  consumers 
against  the  abusive,  unfair,  and 
deceptive  practices  that  resulted 
in  record  foreclosures  and  the 
most  severe  financial  crisis  since 
the  Great  Depression. 

On  July  8,  2009,  Representative 
Barney  Frank  (D-MA)  introduced 
the  President's  plan  in  H.R.  3126, 
the  Consumer  Financial  Protec- 
tion Agency  Act  of  2009,  which 
consolidates  in  one  agency  the 
oversight,  supervision,  and  regu- 
lation of  retail  finandal  products. 
This  agency's  main  mandate  will 
be  to  protect  consumers,  a  respon- 
sibility that  will  not  be  watered 
down  by  compering  regulatory 
priorities.  For  example,  this  new 
agency  will  be  responsible  for  en- 
forclng  the  landmark  Credit 
Cardholders  Bill  of  Rights  passed 
by  Congress  and  signed  by  Presi- 
dent Obama  this  year,  and  the 


Member  of  Congress 


ing®  program 
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Weww  Biz  i^om  Litttd  VjU 

Visiiadon  Vatky  Etetnentan/  School  (WES)  find  a  bu$\f  month  in  Octohr. 

Nominations  for  Advisory  Councils 

In  the  past  month,  nominations  tor  Sdiool  Site  Coundl  (SSC)  and 
English  Learners'  Advisory  Council  (F.LAC)  at  WES  were  to  parents, 
who  were  encouraged  to  self-nominate  as  candidates,  VV  F-S  hopes  the 
newly  elected  SSC  and  ELAC  can  reflect  the  culhiral  and  linguistic 
diversit)'  of  tiie  stijdent  population.  TlieSSC  votes  on  the  annual  school 
budget  programsand  staffing,  The  ELAC  advises  the  SSC  on  all  issues 
related  to  the  English  language  (bilingual  ed  ELD)  Only  EL  parents 
may  vote  for  candidates  to  the  ELAC 

S.F.  Food  Bank  Distribution  Program 

The  Food  Bank  Program  began  on  Oct.  7  and  is  held  every 
Wednesday  from  7  to  9  a.m.  Recipients  must  have  a  child  attending 
WES  and  bring  their  own  bags  to  a  line  that  starts  at  the  gate  near 
the  school  auditorium 

Family  Math  Night 

Parents  and  children  attended  a  fun  evening  of  math  games  with  lots 
of  prizes  for  stijdents  on  Oct.  1 5.  Parents  are  encouraged  to  continue 
setting  up  MniiLir  m.ith  games  tor  tlieir  children  at  home. 

Caring  School  Community  Program 

initiated  last  school  year,  this  program  promotes  a  positive  caring 
school  cimate  for  all  stijdents,  parents  and  guardians,  and  staff. 
Classes  meet  weekly  to  discuss  issues  affecting  their  students  to 
work  out  problems  and  misunderstangding,  and  to  learn  care 
and  respect  for  one  another.  The  CC  progrm  also  has  a 
"Homeside"  component  involving  parents  and  weekly  "social 
skills"  that  WES  Is  practicing  daily. 

Standard  Based  Report  Cards 

In  2009,  WES  switched  to  the  use  of  a  "standard-based"  report 
card.  Teachers  now  use  a  Rubric  to  grade  student  mastery  level  (I 
to  4)  on  each  -standard  or  skill 

Parent  Conference  Week 

All  parents  and  guardians  were  encouraged  to  partidpate  in  parent 
teacher  conferences  during  the  week  of  Oct.  26,  getting  familiar  with 
California  Academic  Standards  and  helping  tlieir  children  at  home 

Balanced  Score  Card 

A  Baliinmi  Sivrv  Gmi  has  replaced  the  fomier  WES  school  site  plan. 
Parents  and  staff  can  work  together  to  develop  objective  and  key 
activities  for  a  second  set  of  three  goals:  Equity  Centered  Professional 
learning  Community;  Creation  of  an  environment  for  stiadents  to 
flourish;  and  Preparation  of  the  Qtiizens  of  Tomorrow  (21st  Century 
learning  Skills),  The  first  three  goals  of  tiie  BSC  currently  being 
implemented  are  Access  and  Fx^uity:  Close  the  Achievement  Cap; 
Student  Achievement:  Joyful  learning  and  increasing  student 
achievement  of  all  students;  and  Accountability:  Create  a  culhire  of 
serv'iceand  support. 

Halloween  Parade 

Following  a  school  tradition,  participating  WES  classes 
scheduled  their  aruiual  Haloween  paradearound  the  school  upper 
yard  for  Oct,  .^Oat  1  p.m. 


diminishmg  and  our  children  are  Racetothe Topfundingisdesigneci 
losing  out  on  qualit)'  educational  to  improve  achievement  by  imple- 
experienoesand  opportunities.  Next  mentingeductionalreformsthat tar- 
year  California  will  spend  more  on  get  all  shidents  and  especially  those 
the  Depa  rtmen  t  of  Corrections  than  in  the  lowest-performing  sdiools  diat 
on  hi^er  education.  None  of  this  have  long  been  neglected.  Race  to  the 
bodes  well  for  our  fuhjre.  Top  reforms  indude: 

Clearly,  we  are  facing  a  serious  1.  Adopting  international  bench- 
educational  crisis  in  California.  To  marked  standardsand  assessments 
delve  deeper  into  this  issue  and  thatpreparestudentsforsuccessin 
learn  more  about  what  is  happen-  college  and  the  workplace, 
ing  in  our  schools,  I  have  scheduled  2.  Recruiting,  developing  and  re- 
a  series  of  visits  to  public  schools  tainingeffectiveteachereandprin- 
within  the  Third  Senate  District,  dpals, 

which  includes  all  of  Marin  and  3.  Establishing  data  systems  that 
portions  of  San  Francisco  and  measure  shjdent  success  and  guide 
Sonoma  counties.  From  now  until  teachers  and  prindpals  on  how  to 
December  I  am  meeting  with  edu-  improve  their  practices, 
cational  leaders,  parents,  and  stu-  4.  Advandngourlowest-perform- 
dents  to  learn  more  about  how  they  ing  schools, 
areshugglingand  survivingin  light  California  cannot  continue  to  be 
of  state  budget  cutbacks.  It  gives  me  a  world  and  national  leader  with- 
great  hope  to  see  our  local  commu-  out  making  better  investments  in 
nities  working  together  to  find  in-  public  education,  I  am  committed 
novative  ways  toaddress  this  crisis,  todoing  everything  I  can  toensure 
With  limited  resources,  local  lead-  that  education  is  a  top  priority  for 
ersandparentsareworkingtoboost  the  Legislature.  Our  future  de- 
support  for  their  schools,  teachers  pendson  it. 

and  communit\'  educational  pro-       .  ...  .  .  .     t-,  - 

>r^r«^  »K        u  u  II  I     ■»  Sniatitr  Mark  Laiormir^h  the  Third  Sniair 

grams  through  ballot  initiatives,  D,sfnd  ./a/(}(.n»rt  .,Ji,r/i  mdiirfr.  pw«.,,s 
town  halls,  private  grant  programs  ofSau  Frana^comid  Swimw  G'tmiifs  mid  alt 

and  creative  fundraisingevent^^,        ofMarmCotmly.  ttceanbemniwdviattieuxb 

California  applied  for  federal  edu-  '"  "f'"'-'^'  f-v  p'"""- Sa,t 

cation  a^nding  tiiat  has  been  made  Oi-^ir^ct  offi.r  at  415A79-66U.  or  by  e- 
available     through     President  nitii!.  'Junior liiH'(>^'<iiuile (a ^in' 

Getting  Yourself  Ready  to  Shoo  the  Flu 

Before  you  catch  the  flu,  follow   tains  an  extemal  analgesic. 


these  tips  to  make  over  your  medi- 
cine cabinet  for  a  more  comfortable 
recovery  at  home: 

Check  the  Date:  Check  the  expi- 
ration dates  and  throw  away  any 
expired  medications.  Medicines 
that  have  passed  their  expiration 
date  can  lose  effectiveness.  Make  a 
list  of  all  the  medicines  you've 
tossed  and  restock  your  cabinet 
with  new  items. 

Soothe  the  Side  Effects:  I Jps  may 
become  drier  tlian  usual  because  of 
congestion,  and  stime  medications 
such  as  antihistamines  can  dry  out 
your  skin  and  lips.  To  prevent  tliis, 
make  sure  that  your  medidne  oibi- 
net  is  stocked  with  a  I  ip  balm  that  ain- 


Just  Because  You  Feel  Sick 
Doesn't  Mean  You  Have  to  Look  It 

Even  the  softest  tissues  can  cause  tvd- 
ness  and  chafing  of  tlie  nose  and 
cheeks,  so  invest  in  a  heavy  fadal 
moistiarizer  to  soothe  and  prevent 
scaiy  skin.  To  help  with  ned,  irritated 
eyes,  keep  an  eye  mask  and  eyedrops 
on  hand. 

Stop  the  Spread:  Stock  up  on 
soap,  disinfectant  wipes  and  a 
hand  sanitizer  that  contains  at  least 
60  percent  ethanol  or  isopropanol 
and  ensure  they're  used  fre- 
quentiy  Keep  tissues  fully  stocked 
in  your  horrie  and  remember  to 
use  them  only  once,  then  imme- 
diately throw  them  away,  nak 


A  Different  View  of  Leland  Avenue 


Choosing  the  Right 
Medicare  Drug  Plan 


VISTTACION  VALL£YGRA;^VINE  '  NOVEMBER  2009  ■  3 


h.-.  '    ^ 

iV/t/7  not  J  lehnif  m  sight,  construction  continued  on  the  Leland  Avenue 
Streetscape  Project  which  will  eventually  transform  Visitaaon  Valley's 
main  business  street  into  an  attractive  thoroughfare. 


Realizing  the  True  Value  of  Child's  Play 

It  may  surprise  parents  to  learn  "Children's  News." 
that  the  benefits  of  play  could  ex-     Many  of  these  families  can  tap 
tend  beyond  fun  and  games.         into  resources  designed  specifi- 

According  to  Pediatrics  in  Re-  cally  to  help  their  kids  get  more 
view,  the  official  journal  of  the  out  of  play.  For  instance,  a  newly 
American  Academy  of  Pediatrics,  revamped  Web  site  called  www. 
play  "offers children  important  de-  AblePlay.org  reviews  toys  from 
velopmental  benefits  and  parents  the  marketplace  and  evaluates 
the  opportunity  to  fully  engage  them  based  on  their  relevance 
with  their  children."  and  benefits  to  children  with 

Indeed,  research  aintinues  to  re-  special  needs, 
veal  that  playtime  helps  build  so-  Itfeaturesaratingsystemdivided 
cial  and  critical  thinking  skills  in  by  disability  category  (physical,  sen- 
children,  and  that  it  may  help  with  scry,  cognitive,  etc.)  and  also  lists 
balance  and  dexterity.  There's  even  toys  by  the  possible  benefits  they 
evidenoethatplayingcanhelpbond  may  present.  Additionally  parents 
parent  and  child.  can  search  toys  by  their  manufac- 

Those  benefits  may  be  particu-  turer  or  their  child's  age. 
larly  important  for  youngsters  who  Also  important,  the  site  may  help 
havespedalneeds.AnestimatedlO  save  parents  money  by  allowing 
million  families  across  the  U.S.  have  them  to  more  thoroughly  evaluate 
a  child  with  physical,  developmen-  a  toy  -  and  its  alternatives  --  be- 
tal  or  emotional  disabilities  and  fore  buying, 
chronic  medical  problems,  aa~ord-  For  more  information,  visit 
ing  to  Children's  Hospital  Boston's  www.AblePlayorg.  naps 


f^l  Dorado  Icmcntarij 
^chcx^l  )~1appcnings 

lam  Poem 

I  am  Poem  by  Emilio,  4th  grade 

I  am  smart  and  artsbc 

I  wonder  if  Ihere  s  Sfe  on  other  planets 
I  he(  tunJs  chirpng 
I  see  ckxjds  making  shapes 
I  want  one  milhon  dollars 

I  am  smart  and  artiste 

I  pretend  I  have  super  powers 
I  feel  people  crowding  me 
I  lotKh  a  cold  pond 
I  worry  the  pianel  will  end  in  2012. 
I  ay  when  a  life  s  lost 

I  am  smart  and  artiste 


I  understand  vvtiat  kmd  of  economy  w  have 
I  dream,  I  get  hurt 

i  try  to  m^e  fi  to  o^lege 
I  hope  I  wil)  graduate 

I  am  smart  and  artistc 

I  am  Poem  by  Phsialla.  4th  grade 

1  am  fun  and  brave. 

I  wonder  why  do  dogs  t)ark 

I  hear  angels  saying '!  love  you  * 

I  see  angels  flying 

I  want  to  be  a  star 

I  am  fun  and  brave 

I  pretend  t  am  flying  m  the  air 
I  fee)  angete  massaging  me 
I  touch  the  sky 

I  worry  about  people  getting  hurt^ 
I  cry  when  people  de 

I  am  fun  and  brave 


Aluminum's  Key  Role  in  Sustainability 


by  Stephen  Gardner 

When  the  aluminum  industry 
launched  beverage  can  recycling 
over  30  years  ago,  it  was  an  idea 
whose  time  had  come. 

And  today,  with  more  environ- 
mentally conscious  companies  out 
there  working  for  consumers  who 
are  demanding  more  and  more 
products  made  from  recycled  ma- 
terials, aluminum  is  once  again 
helping  to  lead  the  way 

Consider  the  following; 
There  is  no  limit  to  the  number 
of  times  an  aluminum  can  can  be 
recycled. 

*At  current  rates,  one  year  of  alu- 
minum can  recycling  is  equal  to  tak- 
ing nearly  1.5  million  cars  off  the 
road  for  one  year. 

•Recycling  one  aluminum  can 
savesenough energy  to  keepa  100- 
watt  bulb  buming  for  nearly  four 
hours  or  keep  a  TV  running  for 
three  hours. 

"A  can  that  is  recycled  can  be  back 
on  the  store  shelf  in  as  little  as  60 

days. 

•Recycled  aluminum  requires  95 
percent  less  energy  than  primary 
aluminum,  generates  95  percent 
less  emissions  and  creates  97  per- 
cent less  water  pollution  than  gen- 


erating new  metal 

Recycling  is  just  one  of  the  many 
ways  that  aluminum  is  sustainable. 
Not  just  cans  are  recyded-valuable 
aluminum  is  recovered  from  demol- 
ished buildings  and  recycled,  too. 
Automakers  are  increasingly  using 
strong,  ligjitweigjit  aluminum  in  their 
automobiles  to  increase  gas  milea^. 
When  a  car  is  at  the  CTid  of  its  road, 
the  aluminu  m  is  recycled  here  as  wel 
In  fact  75  percent  of  all  the  aluminum 
ever  produced  is  still  in  use  today 

"Recycling  and  sustainability 
have  long  been  part  of  the  ethic  and 
culture  of  the  aluminum  industry," 
said  Steve  Larkin,  president  of  the 
Aluminum  Association.  "Recycled 
aluminum  uses  only  5  percent  of  the 
energy  that  you  need  to  produce 
new,  primary  aluminum." 

The  United  Nations  defined 
sustainability  as  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  present  without  compromis- 
ing the  ability  of  future  generations 
to  meet  their  own  needs.  Alumi- 
num fits  that  definition.  From  our 
workplace  safety  record,  to  our 
commitment  to  the  communities  in 
which  we  operate,  to  the  flexible, 
versatile  and  recyclable  material 
that  isaluminum,  aluminum  is  sus- 
tainable. «4« 


b)!  joson  Aldennnu 

Prescription  drug  costs  can  take 
a  double  toll  on  retirees,  who  of- 
ten live  on  fixed  incomes  and  are 
also  likely  to  need  more  -  and  more 
costly  -  medications  as  they  get 
older.  Tliat's  why  the  goverrunent 
created  Medicare  Part  D,  a  volun- 
tar>'  program  that  subsidizes  pre- 
scription drugs  for  Medicare  re- 
cipients. 

If  you 're  eligible  for  Medicare,  be 
aware  that  the  six-week  annua! 
Part  D  open  enrollment  period  for 
2010  takes  place  from  November 
1 5  through  December  31 , 2009.  Ex- 
cept in  a  few  circumstances,  if  you 
miss  that  window  you'll  need  to 
remain  in  your  nirrent  plan  until 
2011. 

Here  are  a  few  details  on  Medi- 
care Part  D: 

Eligibility.  If  you're  63  or 
older  or  have  certain  quali- 
fyingdisabilities,  you  are  eli- 
gible to  participate  in  Medi- 
care. (Go  to  www.  medicare, 
gov  for  eligibility  informa- 
tion.) To  sign  up  for  Medi- 
care Part  D  you  must  also  be 
enrolled  in  Part  A  (hospital- 
ization), and/or  Part  B  (doc- 
tor visits  and  outpatient  ser- 
vices). Under  PartC,  people 
enroll  in  a  private  M«?clicare 
plan  that  usually  provides 
limited  prescription  drug  cov- 
erage —  be  sure  to  check  be- 
fore joining  Part  D. 

Sigrung  up.  Even  if  you  think  you 
don't  currently  need  prescription 
drug  coverage,  remember  you  may 
face  a  late  penalty  that  grows 
monthly  if  you  don't  sign  up  unthin 
your  initial  enrollment  period  - 
typically  the  three  months  before 
and  after  the  month  you  turn  65. 

Alternate  coverage.  If  you  al- 
ready have  prescription  drug  cov- 
erage through  an  employer  or 
union  plan  and  it  is  considered 

"creditable"  (equal  or  better  cov- 
erage than  Part  B),  you  can  slay  in 
that  plan  without  incurring  a  late 
penalty  for  later  joining  Part  D.  Ask 
your  current  provider  if  their  plan 
is  considered  creditable;  if  so, 
weigh  its  costs  and  features  care- 
fully before  switching  to  Part  D  - 
it  may  be  a  better  bargain. 

Choosing  a  plan.  Dozens  of  Part 
D  plans  exist  with  widely  varying 
costs,  coverage  and  convenience. 
When  comparing  plans: 
'First  go  to  www.medicare.gov 
and  click  on  "Prescription  Drug 
Plan,"  whereyou'II  find  helpful  in- 
formation on  how  the  plan  works 
and  factors  to  consider  when 
choosing  a  plan. 

"Use  the  interactive  Drug  Plan 
Finder  to  compare  features  of  plans 
available  in  your  area.  (You  can  also 
do  this  by  phone  at  1  -80(^633-1227. ) 

"Each  plan  has  a  "formulary," 
which  is  a  list  of  drugs  covered  at 
varying  copayment  amounts.  For- 
mularies vary  widely  and  can 
change  from  year  to  year,  so  it's  im- 
portant to  compare  plans  annually 

*Enler  all  your  medications  and 
dosages  into  the  Finder  for  com- 
parison. You  may  not  find  a  plan 
that  covers  all  your  medications, 
but  aim  for  one  that  at  least  cov- 
ers the  most  expensive  drugs. 
Also,  note  that  they  may  cover 
generic  versions,  when  available, 

"Make  sure  the  plans  include 
your  preferred  pharmades. 

*Once  you've  entered  your  infor- 
mation into  the  Drug  Plan  Finder, 
you  can  compare  plans  side-by- 
side  in  terms  of  overall  cost,  de- 
ductible and  copayment  amounts, 
user  ratings,  and  other  factors. 

In  addition  to  the  Medicare 
site,  another  good  resource  is 
AARP  (www, aarp.org/medi- 
care).  Also,  your  doctor  or  phar- 
macist may  be  able  to  help  you 
choose  the  most  cost-effective 
plan  for  your  situation. 


AlxDut  Apt  in  Visitacion  Vallcij 
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Art  hall  around  m-  m  Visttacwn  Vallaf.  Murals  ^aa-  tlie  ivalls  of  commer- 
cial Uiildm^s.  Sculptures  complanent  tfie platfimns  on  tlw  T-Line  Stations. 
Mosaics  adorn  our  schools  and  parks  Over  the  next  several  montfis  tlie 
Grapevine  mil  jvature  tlw  iHirieti/  of  art  found  throughout  our  community. 
We  hope  this  series  zvill  give  a  neiv  lifi"  to  tlw  oi>erlooh.'d  and  under  appreci- 
ated uKirks  of  art  in  our  naghhorliood  We  Iwpe  you  will  enjoy  this  journey. 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stones  from 
the  Visitaaon  \^ley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com 


A  Fish  Out  of  Water 

b\/  Beth/  Parsfmll 

Some  fieople  call  it  "the  whale  house."  The  vintage  home  on  Delta 
at  Tioga  Avenue  is  graced  on  the  side  most  visible  from  the  street 
by  a  mural  dominated  by  a  huge  blue  whale.  It's  about  all  you'll  see 
it  you  ride  by  in  a  car  or  bus.  But  in  fad  the  front  and  the  southern 
side  of  the  house  are  also  works  of  mural  art. 
Current  owner  Opal  Essence,  who  has  lived  there  since  1991,  ex- 
plained how  the  murals  came  into  existence,  A  former  neighbor 
had  given  her  a  memorial  piece  written  about  a  remarkable  woman, 
Blanche  M. 

Baker,  who  had  bved  in  the  house  from  about  1943  until  her  death 
in  I960.  (More  about  the  house  and  Baker  can  be  found  in  this 
month's  Visitaaon  Valley  History  column.)  Having  lived  there  for 
awhile.  Opal  was  staying  in  Hawaii  and  while  enjoying  the  peace 
and  beauty  of  the  islands  began  to  feel  that  Blanche  Baker  should 
be  honored  at  the  house  in  some  way,  and  so  conceived  the  idea  of 
an  artistic  decoration. 

Back  home.  Opal,  who  is  an  artist  herself,  informed  her  neighbors 
of  her  plan  and  then  contacted  several  artist  friends,  inviting  them 
to  take  part  in  creating  a  mural.  Several  responded  with  enthusi- 
asm and  over  a  weekend  exerted  their  talents  and  energy  to  aeate 
what  we  can  enjoy  today  Good  fellowship  ran  hi^;  one  person 
prepared  food  and  drink  and  all  the  artists  enjoyed  being  treated  so 
well  while  exerdsing  their  talents  with  a  free  hand. 
Opal  provided  the  names  of  artists  who  had  conhibuted  to  the 
murals  and  most  have  web  sites  where  some  of  their  works  can  be 
viewed,  as  well  as  their  goals  and  philosophy  about  their  art.  The 
following  information  is  quoted  from  a  few  of  these  sites. 
Mars-1,  also  known  as  Mario  Martinez,  is  a  left-handed  artist  who 
spends  most  of  his  time  in  the  right  side  of  his  brain,  communicat- 
ing through  a  visual  language.  Early  inspirations  indude  graffiti, 
animation,  comic  book  characters,  and  mysteries  of  the  universe. 
Fiis  imagery  is  ultimately  left  to  the  viewer's  interpretation.  He  feels 
this  brings  his  creations  full  circle,  encouraging  the  viewer  to  not 
only  dedpher  the  messages  he  wishes  to  convey  but  to  receive 
thoughts  and  ideas  of  their  own,  as  well. 

Damon  Soule  was  "spontaneously  irUojsed  in  our  solar  system  via 
the  magnolia  state,  1974,  and  began  expanding  annually  in  a  loca- 
tion sometimes  referred  to  as  the  cresoenl  dty.  Around  the  age  of 
four  he  began  work  on  his  lifelong  pursuit  concerrung  the  applica- 
tion of  homogenous  forms  to  linear  topography."  A  timeline  of  his 
"thought  experiments"  can  be  viewed  at  his  web  site  under  the  title 
artwork  archived. 

Amanda  Sage  was  bom  in  1978  in  Denver,  Colorado.  "Her  child- 
hood was  filled  with  healthy  tropical,  media-free,  creative  freedom 
in  Florida  without  the  distraction  of  formal  schooling  until  she  en- 
tered 4th  grade  in  Colorado."  Her  art  is  a  "language  in  which  she 
converses  with  the  world,  spirit,  herself  and  the  people  around  her  " 
Graffiti  artist  Estiia  produced  a  'uruversal  goddess'  that  indudes 
the  sun,  moon,  earth,  face  and  body  on  the  south  side  of  Opal's 
home.  He  developed  the  Graffiti  Battles  event  that  now  takes  place 
in  various  dties  all  over  the  countiy.  When  we  asked  Opal  how  so 
much  amazing  art  was  produced  in  such  a  short  time  she  explained 
that  graffiti  artists  work  fast  before  they  can  be  chased  away  and  at  the 
same  time  ha  ve  to  be  good  so  their  work  won't  be  painted  over  Here  is 
Estria  on  the  subject.  "Graffiti  is  very  collaborative,  possibly  the  most 
collaborative  2D  visual  art  ever  It  is  spontaneous  and  fun.  Graffiti  has 
a  creation  side  and  destruction  side,  and  we're  dearly  promoting  the 
creative  side  We're  not  encouraging  vandalism.  The  discussion  is  how 
can  we  create  more  murals,  gel  more  opportunities  for  artists," 
Additional  partidpants  were  Apex,  Nome  Edonna,  and  Scatha 
Allison.  Fascinating  hours  can  be  spent  visiting  the  web  sites  to 
view  the  work  and  learn  more  about  these  very  talented  people. 
Many  thanks  to  Opal  for  her  generous  hospitality  arid  sharing  of 
information  with  The  Grapevine 
Next  Month:  A  Way'  with  Art 
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M<^Laf^ri  paric  f\l<=ws  and  Notes 


Federal  Funds  for  San  Francisco  Electric  Vehicle  Program 

San  Francisco  will  receiveSl  mil-  public  demonstration  of  plug-in  importantpart  of  our  climate  pro- 
vehicle  technologies.  The  demon- 


Neighborhood  volunteers  raked  McNabb  Lake  during  a  recent  cleanup  day. 

by  Bfthi  Parshail 

Sand  Sifting  Uncovers  Sticky  Stuff 

The  recent  cle<inup  day  at  McNabb  Lake  brought  out  about  40 
neighborhood  volunteers  to  pull  the  noxious  weed  from  the  wa- 
ter and  also  sift  the  sand  in  the  playground  and  scrub  down  the 
play  structures. 

With  the  weather  so  hot,  raking  the  lake  proved  to  be  very  popu- 
lar, and  while  the  weed  is  still  rooted  piles  of  greenery  were  pulled 
out  with  a  lot  of  garbage  also  recovered.  Tlie  work  done  in  the 
sand  pile  revealed  a  more  dangerous  condition.  Glass,  bottle  caps, 
and  other  debris  that  could  hurt  the  children  playing  there  was 
collected  in  several  large  trash  bags.  Regular  sifting  of  the  sand  in 
the  play  areas  is  on  the  work  schedule  for  park  employees,  so  the 
district  manager  will  be  notified 

Group  Picnic  Tables  Job  Nearly  Complete 

The  carpenters  have  been  back  on  the  job,  at  this  writing  the  work 
of  replacing  tabletops  and  benches  is  nearly  complete,  and  the 
picnic  areas  are  looking  much  belter.  It  has  been  a  long  time  com- 
ing and  good  to  see  the  difference. 

Disc  Golf  Still  An  Issue 

Proponents  of  disc  golf  continue  in  their  efforts  to  establish  a  course 
in  McLaren.  Friends  of  McLaren  Park  president  Franco  Mancini  is 
monitoring  this  closely  and  the  community  will  be  kept  informed 
of  any  actions  that  will  require  us  to  voice  opinions. 

Park  Scan  Not  So  Effective  Anymore 

Recently  messages  to  Parkscan.Org  have  been  referred  to  the  31 1 
service  which  in  turn  sends  the  concern  to  the  "appropriate  de- 
partment." While  messages  to  Parkscan  would  be  given  a  track- 
ing number  and  members  of  the  public  could  check  on  the 
progress  of  the  item,  this  is  not  possible  through  the  31 1  pro- 
gram. If  you  wish  to  call  attention  lo  something  needed  m  your 
local  park  or  playground,  just  call  311  and  hope  for  the  best.  If 
you  don't  observe  some  attention  being  given  to  the  matter,  keep 
calling.  Be  the  squeaky  wheel 

A  New  Group  in  the  Making 

There  will  be  an  organizing  meeting  for  "Friends  of  The  Jerry 
Garcia  Amphitheater"  on  November  7  from  1  p.m.  to  3  p.m.  at 
the  Louis  Sutter  Community  Center.  Tliis  group  will  work  on 
bringing  more  events  lo  the  amphitheater  along  with  publicizing 
those  that  are  scheduled. 
New  Seniors  Group 

Louis  Sutter  Community  Center  has  scheduled  Thursday  morn- 
ings for  seniors'  recreation,  starting  with  a  Bingo  and  Card  Club 
and  open  to  suggestions  of  what  else  people  might  enjoy.  If  you're 
interested,  call  Diane  at  (415)  584-6106,  and  help  spread  the  word 
to  other  folks,  too. 

Philosopher's  Way 

This  project  has  received  approval  from  the  Recreation  &:  Parks 
Commission,  and  thanks  go  out  to  all  those  who  wrote  letters 

and  sent  e-mails  in  suppnrt 

Next  Community  Meeting  of  Friends  of  McLaren  Park 

Saturday,  November  21  from  10  a.m.  to  Noon  at  the  Louis  Sutter 
Roundhouse. 


lion  for  the  City's  electric  vehicle 
program  as  part  of  the  energy 
funding  bill  recently  passed  by 
Congress. 

"We  are  committed  to  making 
San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area  the 
most  successful  electric  vehicle 
market  in  the  country,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "These  funds  will  help 
us  put  the  infrastructure  in  place 
to  be  ready  for  tlie  plug-in  cars  that 
auto  companies  will  soon  be  offer- 
ing." 

Earlier  this  year,  San  Francisco 
installed  three  electric  vehicle 
chargers  in  front  of  City  Hall  as  a 


stration  chargers  are  used  by  City 
Carshare,  Zipcar  and  one  of  the 
city  fleet's  plug-in  hybrid  cars. 

The  new  federal  funds  will  help 
San  Francisco  rollout  charge  sta- 
tions at  public  spots  throughout 
the  city,  and  also  support  the 
City's  programs  to  make  it  easy 
for  residents  to  recharge  their 
plug-in  cars  at  home  overnight, 

"More  than  half  of  the  green- 
house gases  produced  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area  come 
from  transportation.  Replacing 
gasoline  vehicles  with  EVs  is  an 


Tips  on  Dealing  With  Debt  Collectors 


if  you're  behind  in  paying  your 
bills,  you  can  expect  to  hear  from  a 
debt  collector.  This  includes  collec- 
tion agencies,  lawyers  who  collect 
debts  on  a  regular  basis,  and  com- 
panies that  buy  delinquent  debts 
and  then  try  to  collect  them. 
What  are  nn/  ri^^hfs? 

The  Federal  Trade  Commission 
(FTC),  the  nation's  consumer  pro- 
tection agency,  enforces  the  Fair 
Debt  Collection  Practices  Act, 
which  requires  that  debt  collectors 
treat  you  fairly  when  trying  to  col- 
lect on  personal,  family  and  house- 
hold debts.  TTiis  includes  money 
you  owe  on  a  personal  credit  card 
account,  an  auto  loan,  a  medical  bill 
or  your  mortgage.  In  short; 
*A  debt  collector  may  contact  you 
in  person,  by  mail,  telephone,  tele- 
gram or  fax,  but  may  not  contact 
you  at  inconvenient  times  or  places 
—  for  example,  before  8  a.m.  or  af- 
ter 9  p.m.  —  unless  you  agree.  A 
debt  collector  may  not  contact  you 
at  work  if  the  collector  is  aware  that 
your  employer  prohibits  it. 
■•Debt  collectors  must  send  you  a 
written  "validation  notice"  telling 
you  how  much  money  you  owe 
within  five  daysafter  they  first  con- 
tact you.  This  notice  must  also  in- 
clude the  name  of  the  creditor  to 
whom  you  owe  the  money  and 
how  to  proceed  if  you  don't  think 
you  owe  the  money. 
*lf  a  debt  collector  is  trying  to  col- 
lect more  than  one  debt  from  you, 
the  collector  must  apply  any  pay- 
ment you  make  to  the  debt  you  se- 
lect. Equally  important,  a  debt  col- 
lector may  not  apply  a  payment  to 
a  debt  you  don't  think  you  owe. 
*If  an  attorney  is  representing  you 
about  the  debt,  tlie  debt  collector 
must  contact  the  attorney  rather 
than  you.  If  you  don't  have  an  at- 
tomey,  a  collector  may  contact  other 
people  only  to  find  out  your  ad- 
dress, your  phone  number  and 
where  you  work. 
'Debt  collectors  may  not  harass, 
oppress  or  abuse  you  or  any  third 
parties  they  contact  about  you. 
*A  debt  collector  may  not  lie  or 
mislead  anyone  when  collecting  a 
debt.  For  example,  a  debt  collector 


Survey  Shows  Low  Health  Literacy  Costly  to  Everyone 

A  seismic  shift  in  the  health  can-  grade  level  is  only  6th  grade  for 
industry  is  plaang  more  responsibil-  adults  ages  25  to  65. 
ityonconsumersthaneverbeforeto    this  and  other  gaps  in  health  Ut- 


take  charge  of  their  health  and  make 
educated  decisions  about  their  care, 

Although  this  shift  benefits  con- 
sumers in  many  ways,  it  has  also  re- 
vealed an  increasing  number  of 
Americans  who  have  limited  health 
literacy,  meaning  they  lack  the  abil- 
ity toobtaia  process  and  understand 
t«sic  health  information  and  services 
needed  to  make  appropriate  health 
decisions.  With  consumerism  set  to 
continue  transforming  the  health  in- 
dustry it  is  critical  that  the  barriers 
preventing  consumers  from  adopt- 
ing healthy  behaviors  are  removed. 

According  to  the  National  Adult 
Literacy  Survey  nearly  half  of  the 
U.S.  population  has  low  health  lit- 
eracy, which  means  that  approxi- 
mately 90  million  Americans  are 
unable  to  effectively  read,  under- 
stand and  act  on  medical  informa- 
tion. There  is  a  disatpancy  when  the 
majority  of  health  information  litera- 
ture is  written  at  the  1 0th  grade  level 
and  the  average  reading  literacy 


eracy  result  in  a  staggering  $7^500  per 
person  in  health  care  expenditures 
annually,  according  to  the  Partnership 
for  Clear  Health  Communication. 
The  economic  consequences  of  lim- 
ited health  literacy  for  the  U.S.  health 
care  system  are  considerable  as  wel  1, 
costing  an  estimated  $50  to  $73  bil- 
lion per  year  due  to  factors  such  as 
medication  errors,  longer  or  unnec- 
essary hospital  stays,  increased  use  of 
emergaic^'departmentsand  an  over- 
all hi^er  level  of  illness. 

Patients  who  have  difficulty  read- 
ing and  understanding  verba!  and 
written  medical  instructionsexperi- 
enoe  increased  medication  errors, 
reduced  overall  health  and  increased 
use  of  health  services  and  resources. 
In  addition,  consumers  with  limited 
health  literacy  have  trouble: 

•FiUingouthailthorenroIlmentfomis; 

•Explaining  health  conditions  to 
physicians  and  providers; 

'Finding  appropriate  and  cost-ef- 
fective providers  and  services; 


*Using  online  resources; 
*Managing  ongoing  health  condi-. 
tionsand  making  tlieamnection  be- 
tween their  healtli  and  behavior  (e.g., 
smoking  can  lead  to  lung  cancer  and 
heart  disease). 

While  ctinsumers  do  not  look  to 
their  doctors  to  increase  their  day- 
to-day  literacy,  they  should  certainly 
feel  empowered  lo  ask  them  to  sup- 
port it  by  aimmunicating  in  easy-to- 
understand  language,  creating  and 
using  consumer-friendly  written 
materials,  and  verifying  that  they  un- 
derstand the  information  being  pre- 
sented to  them. 

Health  insurancerompaniesaiealso 
working  tolidpcoiTihitlx'altli  illitEracy 
For  example,  after  reseaaii  a>cenlly  n?- 
vealrtl  tliat  women  niake^pettent  of 
the  iiealtli  aire  decisions  for  their  fami- 
lies, UnitedHealthcare  launched 
mimui}icxmi/s(nmx4uvnkv.  a  first-of- 
its-kind  Web  sit  designed  lo  e[]uip 
women  with  simple  yet  comprehen- 
sive health  information,  as  well  as  to 
offer  tools  and  diecklists  tliat  help 
women  manage  their  health  and  tlial 
of  their  families.  naps 


may  not  threaten  to  have  you  ar- 
rested, 

Wlicre  do  I  report  violations  7 

If  you  tliink  that  a  debt  collec- 
tor has  violated  the  law,  report  it 
to  the  I'-rC.  File  your  complaint 
at  www.flc.gov/complaint.  Your 
com-  plaint  gives  law  enforce- 
ment a  lead  to  follow  up  on  and 
may  stop  it  from  happening  to 
someone  else. 

For  more  tips  on  credit  and  debt, 
visitwww.ftc.gov^oneyMattersor 
call  toll-free,  i-877-FTC-HELP  (1- 
877-3824357).  MPS 


lection  efforts,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom,  "We  are  grateful  to 
Senator  Boxer  and  Speaker  Pelosi 
for  their  work  in  obtaining  this 
federal  appropriation  lo  help  our 
electric  vehicle  programs." 

Beginning  with  Nissan's  battery 
powered  Leaf  that  is  expected  to 
be  offered  for  sale  late  next  year, 
and  followed  soon  after  that  by 
GM's  Volt,  car  buyers  will  have  in- 
creasing numbers  of  plug-in  cars 
lo  choose  from.  Ford,  Ibyota, 
Mitsubishi,  Chrysler  and  others 
have  plans  to  market  battery  elec- 
tric vehicles  or  plug-in  hybrids  in 
the  next  several  years. 

San  Francisco  is  working  with 
other  cities  and  stakeholders  to 
make  the  Bay  Area  a  premier  mar- 
ket for  these  plug-in  vehicles  as 
soon  as  they  become  available. 
Called  the  Bay  Area  EV  Corridor 
program,  this  unique  regional  ef- 
fort is  developing  coordinated 
programsand  consistent  EV  poli- 
cies throughout  the  nine  county 
region.  It  began  last  November 
when  San  Francisco  Mayor 
Newsom,  San  Jose  Mayor  Chuck 
Reed  and  Oakland  Mayor  Ron 
Dellums  pledged  a  regional  initia- 
tive lo  make  the  Bay  Area  the  EV 
capital  of  the  country 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Project 


Tfje  current  om)er  of  the  "whale  house"  took  down  sheetwcA  m  her  k/tchen 
three  >«3/5  ago  to  expose  an  old  mssKjn  styie  adotje  iv/th  a  working  firepiace. 

The  Dynamic  Doctor  of  the  Whale  House 

by  Betty  Parshall 

Dr  Blanche  M.  Baker  lived  in  the  "whale  house"  from  about 
1 948  lo  1 960,  when  she  died  at  home. 

(See  this  month's  Grapevine  "  Art  in  the  Valley:  A  Fish  out  of 
Water".)  A  tribute  to  Blanche  by  an  unknown  author  extols  her 
remarkable  qualities  in  a  somewhat  Victorian  style  as  illustrated 
by  her  last  words  when  dying. 

"  'Oh,  Father  God,  release  me!'  On  the  outgoing  wave  of  that 
petition  one  of  San  Francisco's  more  notable  souls  departed  from 
this  earth." 

Although  this  piece  of  writing  does  not  go  into  many  specifics, 
Dr  Taylor  must  have  been  a  dynamic  woman  who  gained 
tremendous  respect  and  love  from  many  people.  According  to 
the  writer  she  was  instrumental  in  helping  untold  numbers  of 
people  to  build  more  productive  and  joyous  lives. 

"A  woman  of  remarkable  strength  and  courage,  she  penetrated 
deeply  behind  the  curtain  of  the  unknown."  In  1948,  she  married 
William  Foss  Baker  when  both  were  working  at  the  Veterans' 
Hospital  in  Palo  Alto.  He  was  teaching  the  effective  use  of 
psychodrama  as  a  tool  to  help  the  mentally  ill.  Blanche  was  an 
eclectic  psychiatrist,  lecturer,  teacher  and  writer,  and  William  was 
a  psychologist  and  also  lecturer  and  teacher 

Together  they  made  a  compatible  and  attractive  team.  Tlieir  work 
and  activities  led  to  friendships  with  a  wide  spectriun  of  well- 
known  people  that  included  Aldous  Huxley  and  Hugh  Lynn 
Cayce,  son  of  the  world-renowned  Man  from  Virginia  Beach. 

A  frequent  visitor  to  the  house  on  Delta  Street  was  Gavin  Arthur, 
grandson  of  President  Arthur  Blanche  believed  that  all  people 
should  be  accepted  as  they  were  bom  and  was  an  outspoken 
advocate  for  accepting  homosexuality  as  just  one  manifestation 
of  the  variety  of  sexual  orientation  in  human  beings. 

Arthur  fell  the  same  and  produced  a  book  "The  Circle  of  Sex" 
for  which  Blanche  wrote  the  prologue. 

Robert  Waller  and  SylviePasch  occupied  the  house  from  1933  to 
1938.  Pasch  was  an  author  using  the  pen  name  Elizabeth  Roget, 
and  appears  on  Yaddo.org's  list  of  authors  (Yaddo  was  an  artists' 
colony  in  upstate  New  York).  Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  may 
know  abtJut  other  residents  of  the  house. 

ITie  building  itself  is  also  intriguing.  A  couple  of  permits  were 
issued  in  the  1930s  for  "new  construction"  and  the  addition  of  a 
bedroom.  Most  interesting  is  a  central  room  which  the  present 
owner  found  by  ripping  off  the  sheelrock.  This  room  is  constructed 
of  well-aged  brick  with  hand-hewn  timbers  supporting  the  roof, 
and  an  arched  opening  which  now  leads  to  the  much  more 
modern  kitchen.  Your  neighborhood  history  sleuths  will  continue 
researching  for  the  original  t>wner  and/or  use  of  this  site. 


End  of  Slimmer 
Dip  in  State  New 
Home  Construction 

SACRAMFNTO  -  New-home 
amstniction  dipped  again  in  Septem- 
ber leading  California  liomebuilders 
to  strengthen  the  call  tor  the  Leg- 
islature to  extend  the  successful 
homebuyer  lax  credit,  the  Califor- 
nia Building  Industry  Association 
announced  recently. 

'*S\nce  the  discontinuation  of  tlie 
popular  homebuyer  tax  credit,  we 
have  seen  a  significant  drop  in  traf- 
fic tfiese  past  few  months  whicli  con- 
tinues todragdown  new-home  con- 
slruction,  and  in  hjm,  job  creation," 
said  Liz  Snow,  CBIA's  President  and 
CEO. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by 
Uie  Construction  Industry  Research 
Board  (CIRB),  homebuilders  pulled 
permits  for  2,920  total  housingunits 
in  September,  down  1  percent  from 
August.  When  compared  toSeptem- 
tier  of  last  year,  production  in  2009 
was  off  by  36  percent.  Permits  for 
single-family  homes  totaled  2,150, 
down  2  percent  from  the  previous 
month  and  down  12  percent  from 
September  2008,  while  multifamily 
pemiits  totaled  770,  up  0,5  percent 
from  August  but  down  63  percent 
from  September  of  last  year. 

CIRB  also  announced  tiiat  it  is  re- 
vising its  forecast  downward  from 
39^  total  units  to  just  37,700  total 
units  in  2009,  which  would  be  by  far 
the  lowest  total  on  record. 

Snow  noted  the  sucxxss  of  the  tax 
credit  program  and  said  that  rising 
unemployment  and  record-low  con- 
struction numbers  should  send  a  sig- 
nal to  lawmakers  tliat  tiie  program 
should  be  extended  to  bolster  the 
housing  industry  and  help  put  more 
people  back  to  work. 

"The  tax  credit  program  only 
lasted  for  four  months  due  to  its 
growing  popularity,  but  we  saw  a 
significant  increase  in  traffic  dur- 
ing that  time,  which  lead  to  an  in- 
crease in  job-generating  new- 
home  constniction,"  said  Snow 
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from  the  desk  of  the  VVBOOM  newsroom 


by  Nick  Wolff 

What's  your  favorite  animal? 
For  Ken  Guan,  the  answer  ever 
since  he  was  a  young  boy  has 
been  fish,  specifically  Arowana 
and  Discus  fish.  He  has  two  fish 
tanks  in  his  Visitacion  Valley 
home  and  takes  great  pleasure 
in  caring  for  them. 

So  if  is  not  too  surprising  that  six 
months  ago  Ken  began  coming 
into  Dragon  City  Aquarium  ( ]  44 
Leland  Ave.)  every  Friday  and 
Saturday  to  spend  8  hours  a  day 
with  store  owner  Cheng  Zhu. 
Working  asCheng's  assistant,  the 
experience  was  similar  to  an 
internship  as  Ken  learned  the 
special  skills  and  knowledae 
required  to  manage  a  successful 
aquarium  supply  store. 

Ken  got  his  opportunity  on 
October  1  5th,  2009,  as  he 
officially  became  the  new  owner 
of  Dragon  City  Aquarium  in 
downtown  Vis  Valley.  While  the 
store  is  under  new  management, 
it  will  continue  to  sell  the  same 
inventory  of  fish  and  aquarium 
supplies  customers  have  come  to 
expect, 

Dragon  City  Aquarium  has  a 
variety  of  fisn  for  sale  —  fresh 
water  favorites  such  os 
Rainbow  Angelfish  and  Koi  as 
well  OS  tropical  salt  water  fish. 


Ken's  Favorite  Animal 
Becomes  His  Business 

Fish  hobbyists  interested  in 
more  exotic  types  can  find 
Ken's  favorites,  Arowana  and 
Discus  and  the  supremely 
popular  Flowerhorn  cichlid. 

Dragon  City  Aquarium  also 
carries  all  the  accessories 
necessary  to  set  up  a  new  fish  tank 
including  filters,  lighting,  food  and 
yes,  even  medication  for  fish. 

Ken  can  also  build  a  custom  fish 
tank  (both  salt  and  freshwater) 
based  on  the  size  and  style 
preference  of  the  customer.  He 
strives  to  keep  his  prices  low  and 
provide  good  value  on  fish  and 
fish  accessories. 

After  all,  building  strong 
relationships  with  regular 
customers  who  he  can  call 
friend  is  Ken's  favorite  port  of 
doing  business  on  Leland 
Avenue.  He  can  now  shore  his 
enthusiasm  for  fish  as  a 
business  owner  in  Visitacion 
Valley,  a  neighborhood  that  he 
says,  "has  improved  greatly 
over  the  past  five  years." 

Dragon  City  Aquarium  is  open 
seven  days  a  week  from  10:30 
a.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  at  144  Leland 
Ave.  in  San  Francisco  and  as  a 
special  offer  will  take  lOpercent 
off  any  purchase  if  you  bring  in 
this  article  before  Dec.  3 1 , 2009. 


VVBOOM  Served  Three  Ways:  In  case  you  haven't  heard,  we 
have  a  new  mobile  phone  number  so  you  con  reach  VVBOOM 
on-the-go.  VVBOOM  has  also  joined  the  social  networking  circles 
on  facebook.com;  send  us  a  friend  requesti  Please  note  our 
contact  information: 
•MOBILE  =  (415)  225-5969 
•EMAIL  =  sf.vvboom@gmail.com 
•FACEBOOK  =  search  'Visitacion  Valley  BOOM' 


Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  ttie  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Luncti  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teactiers  wltti  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  IVIore  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 
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Joe  Leiand 


around  the 
neighborhood 

*2189  Bayshore  Blvd.:  The  new  mixed  use  building  at  the 
intersection  of  Blanken  Ave.  and  Bayshore  Bvld.  is  now  complete. 
The  building  has  five  condo  units,  Hve  onsite  parking  spaces,  and 
two  commercial  storefronts.  Units  range  from  $579,000  to 
$769,000.  The  storefronts  are  also  currently  for  sale:  Unit  101  for 
$279,000  (640  sq.ft.)  and  unit  102  for  $299,000  (677  sq.  ft.).  Call 
413-205-6326  if  interested. 

*Gel  to  Know  a  "Bulb-Out":  A  buib-out  is  a  streetscape 
engineering  term  used  to  describe  a  purposely  widened  section  of 
sidewalk  tliat  extends  slightly  into  the  street.  It's  considered  a  traffic 
calming  measure,  intended  to  slow  the  speed  of  traffic  and  increase 
driver  awareness,  particularly  in  built-up  and  residential 
neighborhoods.  Bulb-ouls  are  coming  soon  to  Leland  Avenue  as 
part  of  the  Streetscape  Improvement  Project.  Several  intersections 
from  Bayshore  to  Rutland  will  feature  bulb-outs.  Be  prepared  for  a 
slightly  constrained  traffic  flow  and  tJie  loss  of  a  few  parking  spaces. 


Recohg/ made  sure  (things  were  redlly  cxx)king  in  UWe  Holtyw^  17. 

'Little  Hollywood  Rumbles:  October  17th  was  the  20th 
Anniversary  of  the  Loma  Priela  quake  that  shook  the  very 
foundations  of  the  Bay  Area  region.  Little  Hollywood  neighbors 
invited  all  of  Visitacion  Valley  out  to  Little  Hollywood  Park  to 
share  stories,  learn  about  personal  and  community  safety  after  the 
Next  Big  One,  and  to  grab  a  bite  to  eat.  The  event  was  well  attended 
and  brought  out  residents  from  all  comers  of  The  Valley.  All  agreed 
that  we  shouldn't  wait  'til  the  next  anniversary  to  get  together  again. 
Special  thanks  to  Eddie  Epps  for  putting  it  all  together.  Extra  special 
thanks  to  Recology  (formerly  the  garbage  company)  for  the 
generous  donation  of  their  mobile  grill  that  came  manned  by  their 
friendly  employees. 

*Sort  of  a  Zen  Quote:  Those  who  survived  the  San  Francisco 
earthquake  said,  'Thank  Cod,  I'm  still  alive,'  But,  of  course,  those 
who  died,  their  lives  will  never  be  the  same  again,  -Barbara  Boxer 


Events  in  November  at  Valley  Branch  Library 


Following areevents in  November 
at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Li- 
brary, 45  Leland  Ave. 

-Nov.  3,  10,  17  and  24,  Tuesday: 
Family  Storytime  with  stories, 
songs  and  rhymes  for  children 
from  11  to  11:30  a.m. 

•Nov  16,  Monday:  SUmj  TdUn^  - 
Eddie  Madril,  a  member  of  the 
Pascua  Yaqui  tribe,  will  tell  stories 
from  10:30 tolMSa.m,  from  vari- 
ous tribes  and  regions.  There  will 
be  dancing,  audience  participa- 
tion and  sign  language.  For  ages 


5  and  up.  Space  limited.  Call  for 
resen-'ations. 

*Nov.  18,  Wednesday:  Deconstruct 
Your  Denim  -  Make  cool,  one-of-a- 
kind  accessories  from  recycled 
denim  between  3:30  and  5  p.m.  in  a 
project  forages  12  to  18.  All  materi- 
als will  be  provided.  Got  a  pair  of 
ratty  old  jeans  you  don't  want  any- 
more? Feel  free  to  bring  them  in  to 
share  or  use  for  a  more  intricate 
project.  For  more  information  or  to 
register,  contact  Abby  at  {415)355- 
2848  or  aharwoodc<"sfpl.org. 


Church 

of  the  "^^  __Xjl 
Visitacion 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


1 

Daily  Masses 
(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses 

8  &9:30am.(11  a-m.  Spanish) 
12:30  &  4  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 
7:30  a.m.  &  4  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 

Grades  K-8 
239-7840 


Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  595-1670 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  494-5517,  Fax  494-5513 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


Being  Safe  Renting 
A  Moving  Truck 

One  way  to  make  thedo-it-your- 
self  move  less  daunting  is  to  fol- 
low <i  few  tips  from  the  experts. 

Since  the  average  mover  is  un- 
accustomed to  regularly  driving 
a  truck,  Penske  Truck  Rental  of- 
fers a  few  ease-of-mind  tips: 

Get  Orienlcd.  Familiarize  your- 
self with  the  truck's  switches  and 
gauges.  Properly  adjust  the  side 
mirrors  for  maximum  visibility. 
Give  yourself  enough  time. 

Atvarenes^  Is  Key.  "  Trucks  are 
taller,  wider  and  may  weigh  up  to 
10  times  more  than  the  average  car. 
We  want  our  customers  to  be  safe," 
stated  Art  Vallely,  Senior  Vice 
President  — Rental,  Penske  Truck 
Leasing 

Blind  S\wts.  Trucks  have  oversi/ed 
blind  spots  known  as  the  "NoZone," 
according  to  the  Federal  Motor  Car- 
rier Si  fety  Ad  m  i  n  istra  tion.  Be  aware 
of  these  spots,  especially  when 
clianging  lanes  or  coming  to  a  stop. 
For  more  information,  visit  http:// 
www.sharetheroadsafely.org/. 

Being  Aumv  of  W}m\  You  Transport 
Typically,  taick  rental  agreements 
contain  language  from  the  U  .S,  De- 
partment of  Transportation  pro- 
hibiting tlie  "carrying  or  hauling 
ot  explosives  and  other  dangerous 
articles."  That  means  you  should 
avoid  packing  flammable  items 
such  as  paint,  chemicals  and  clean- 
ing materials,  flammable  solvents, 
propane,  gasoline,  etc. 

Extra  Protection.  "Most  insurance 
and  credit  card  companies  won't 
cover  truck  rentals  under  existing 
policies,"  Vallely  said.  If  yourinsur- 
ance  company  isamong  them,  con- 
sider signing  up  for  additional  cov- 
erage options  to  protect  yourself 
and  your  belongings.  naps 


Workshopon  Children's  Dental  Health 


Margaret  Fisctier  had  intere^ng^cts  on  diikJren's  and  infsnts'dentil  health. 


in/  Molhf  Ha.^ler 

Margan?t  Fisdier  RDH  of  the  S.F. 
Depsrtment  of  Public  Health  Child 
hlealth  and  Disability  Prevention 
Program  CI  IDP  recently  gavea  fun 
and  interesting  workshop  on 
Children's  and  Infants'  Dental 
I  lealth  and  Hygiene.  Ms.  Fisher  was 
very  pleased  to  find  out  that 
Visitadon  Valley  families  were  very 
knowledgeable  about  l>aital  I  ly- 
giene,  but  tJiere  is  always  sonietliing 
new  to  leam.  For  example,  chew- 
ing gum  witli  Xylitol  helps  prevtait 
cavities. 

Xylitol  inhibits  tlie  growth  of  the 
bacteria  that  cause  cavities.  Over 


time  with  xylitol  use,  the  quality  ot 
the  bacteria  in  tlie  mouth  changes 
and  fewer  and  fewer  deaiy-ca using 
bacteria  survive  on  ttwth  surfaa*., 
Less  plaque  ft>rms  and  the  level  of 
adds  attacking  Uie  tooth  surfaoe  is 
lowered. 

Xylitol  is  found  most  often  in  chew- 
ing gum  and  mints.  You  must  look 
at  tine  list  of  ingredients  to  know  if  a 
product  con-tains  xylitol.  Generally 
for  the  amount  of  xylitol  to  be  at  de- 
cay-preventing levels,  it  must  be 
listed  as  tlie  first  ingr^ent  Xylitol 
has  been  approved  for  safety  by  a 
number  of  agendes,  induding  tlie 
U.S.  Fcx)d  and  Dmg  Administration. 


Caring  for  Your  Car  in  a  Tight  Economy 


Cash  tor  Clunkers  was  a  popu- 
lar trade-in  program,  but  it  wasnot 
an  option  everyone  could  take  ad- 
vantage of— either  because  these 
motorists  did  not  own  cars  that 
qualified  as  clunkers  or  they  could 
not  afford  to  buy  a  new  car.  For 
those  who  did  not  opt  for  this  pro- 
gram, the  best  economicaltemative 
is  to  keepyourcurrent  vehicle  run- 
ning as  effidently  as  possible 

Over  a  four-year  period,  the  sav- 
ings difference  in  keeping  a  car 
over  buying  a  new  one  can  add 
up  to  $10,000,  say  experts  at  the 
Car  Care  Coundl, 

Toensure  reliability  and  safet)'and 
extend  vehide  life,  the  coundl  rec- 
ommends these  preventive  mainte- 
nance steps: 

'Change  the  oil  and  filter  every 
3,000  to  5,000  miles  or  per  the 
owner's  manual.  Periodic  oil  and  fil- 
ter changes  keep  your  engine  clean 
on  the  iaside. 


'Check  the  hre  pressure  at  least 
monthly,  including  tlie  spare.  Your 
car's  tires  affect  its  ride,  handling, 
traction  and  safety. 

•Schedule  a  tune-up  annually  to 
optimize  your  car's  perfor- 
mance, A  well-tuned  engine  de- 
livers the  best  balance  of  power 
and  fuel  economy,  and  produces 
the  lowest  level  of  emissions. 

*Have  the  alignment  checked  at 
least  annually.  Potholes  and 
other  road  conditions,  as  well  as 
normal  wear,  can  take  their  toll 
on  your  car's  steering  and  sus- 
pension. A  wheel  alignment  re- 
duces tire  wear,  improves  fuel 
economy  and  handling,  and  in- 
creases driving  enjoyment  and 
safety. 

•Insped  the  windshield  wipers  and 
lighLs  on  the  car.  Lights  and  wipers 
play  a  major  role  in  safe  driving  and 
they  are  normal  wear  items  that  need 
peritxlic  replacement.  naps 


Book  Review 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233         Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
Information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAI.  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  SfTE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


Uncle  John's  Fun  Reading 

Uncle  fofui's  Endle:>shf  Engrossni^ 
Bathroom  Reader  (Portable  Press, 
$18,95)  is  the  all-new  22nd  edition 
ot  the  ever-absorbing  Uncle  |ohn's 
Bathroom  Reader  series.  It's  sure  to 
satisfy  readers  with  more  than  500 
pages  of  humor,  history,  science, 
pop  culture,  and  more. 

Flush  with  facts,  the  book  is  di- 
vided into  short,  medium,  and 
long  sections,  making  it  ideal  for 
brief  visits  or  extended  stays.  His- 
tory junkies  can  get  their  fix  with 
the  stories  of  the  world's  first  de- 
tective {he  was  a  criminal  Uimed 
cop),  the  great  social  experiments 
of  the  20th  century  —  Prohibition 
and  the  New  Deal  —  and  the  Lost 
Cloud  People  of  Peru. 

Cooks  can  astound  their  friends 
and  frighten  their  families  with  hill- 
billy recipes  like  Doctored  Back-of- 
Pig,  'Nebriated  Catfish,  and 
Scorched  Yellerbelly 

Also  new  is  Uncle  John 's  Bathroom 
Reader  Wise  Up'  (Portable  Press, 
$17.95)  where  one  can  read  that 
King  Tut  was  buried  with  145  pairs 
of  loincloth  underwear;  the  aver- 
age newborn  baby  spends  I13min- 
utesadaycrying;JimiHendrixand 
Neil  Young  stole  a  truck  to  get  to 
Woodstock  in  time  to  perform; 
players  on  the  Chicago  White  Sox 
haven't  vvi>rn  white  socks  since 
1948;  and  garlic  and  onions  are 
both  members  of  the  lily  family. 


[Cooking  Comer 


Royal  Pecan  Rice  Bake 

■A  cup  chopped  onion;  V*  cup 
chopped  celery;  '4  cup  margarine; 
3  cups  cooked  RiceSelect?)  Royal 
Blend  Rice;  cup  chopped  pe- 
cans, toasted;  '/*  cup  chopped 
parsley;  ^/i  teaspoon  salt  (to  taste); 
V*  teaspoon  pepper;  1  teaspoon 
poultry  seasoning  (or  to  taste). 

In  large  skillet,  saute  onions  and 
celery  in  margarine  until  tender 
Stir  in  remaining  ingredients,  mix- 
ing well. 

Spoon  into  casserole;  cover  tightly 
and  bake  at  375''F  for  1 5-20  minutes, 
Makes  about  8  servings.  naps 


EarthTalk 


Greening  Hair  Salons 

Dear  Barth  lalk:  As  I  understand 
it  hair  salons  are  pretty  toxic  en- 
terprises on  many  counts.  Are 
there  any  efforts  underway  to 
green  up  that  industry?  -Paula 
Howe,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Hair  salons  have  long  been  criti- 
cized for  the  pollution  they  gener- 
ate. Traditional  hair  dyesand  many 
shampoos  contain  harmful  syn- 
tlietic  chemicals  that  are  routinely 
used  on  customers'  scalps— and 
then  washed  down  the  drain  where 
they  can  acaimulate  in  waterways, 
soils  and  even  our  bloodstreams. 

While  there  doesn't  appear  to  be 
an  industry'- wide,  coordinated  ef- 
fort to  green  up  these  operations, 
green-friendly  salons  are  popping 
up  all  across  the  country,  leading 
the  charge  by  taking  matters  into 
their  own  hands.  A  simple  Google 
search  for  "green  hair  salons"  fol- 
lowed by  your  two-letter  state  ab- 
breviation may  well  turn  up  one 
or  several  within  driving  distance. 

Not  surprisingly.  Southern  Cali- 
fornia seems  to  be  ground  zero  for 
the  green  hairsalon  movement.  For 
example,  Beverly  Hills'  Shades 
Hair  Studio  prides  itself  on  Its 
chemical-free  atmosphere. 
Spurred  on  by  her  own  health 
problems  related  to  working  with 
conventional  hair  dyes,  owner  Su- 
san Henry  — so-called  "colorist  to 
the  stars"  — first  created  her  own 
line  of  natural  hair  colors  that  con- 
tain no  harmful  ammonia,  and 
then  transformed  her  Shades  salon 
into  a  model  for  environmentally 
friendly  hair  care. 

Across  town,  Nori's  EcoSalon  in 
Encino  is  making  waves  in  the  in- 
dustry for  its  non-toxic  permanent 
hair  color  treatments  and  100  per 
cent  botanical  henna  using  homt- 
grown  formulations.  To  boot, 
Nori's  interior  features  energ)'  et- 
ficient  lighting,  recycled  denim  in- 
sulation, low-VOC  paints  on  lUv 
walls  and  suslainably  sourced 
bamboo  on  the  floors,  along  witli 
a  number  of  other  green  touches 
to  keep  indoor  air  quality  high 
And  up  the  coast,  San  FrancisciVs 
Descend  Salon  goes  to  similar 
lengths,  and  then  sieps it  upa  notch 
by  recycling  its  hair  clippings  for 
use  in  absorbent  mats  used  in  oil 
spill  clean-up  efforts. 

Not  just  for  California  anymore, 
eco-friendly  hair  salons  occupy  just 
about  every  major  North  American 
dty,  many  operating  in  the  same 
spirit  as  Shades,  Nori's  and  De- 
scend in  making  use  of  non-toxic 
and/or  organic  ingredients  while 
greening  indoor  surroundings  for 
an  overall  healthy  experience 
Then  there's  the  granddaddy  o! 
them  all,  Aveda,  which  in  addition 
to  operating  some  200  of  its  own 

(  Grapevine  Classilied  ) 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Visitaaon  Valley 
Community  Centet  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meebngs,  held  the  4Ui  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  6  p  m ,  except  December  and  May,  are 
openlothepublic  Board  memt)efs  are  selected 
by  the  mem-bers  ol  the  community  center  with 
dues  currently  pad.  at  the  A/inual  Membership 
meeting  held  the  3rd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacanaes  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  lo 
uncompleted  J-year  lemis  of  membership  are 
filled  by  appointment  of  the  remaining  Board 
members  At  least  75%  of  our  Board  members 
must  reside  in  Visilaoon  Valley  Persons 
interested  in  Board  membership  are  encour 
aged  to  send  a  letter  of  interest  lo  Board  of 
Directors  Development  Commrtlee,  Visilaoon 
Valley  Community  Center,  50  Raymond 
Avenue,  San  Francsco,  CA  94134  Please  let 
the  Board  know  wha!  you  ooukJ  contribute  thai 
will  enhance  and  improve  our  organization  for 
better  service  to  our  community  You  will  be 
oontaded  and  your  letter  will  be  submitted  lo  the 
Board  for  consideration  at  either  the  next  Annual 
electKXi  or  of  any  available  open  posibons  ttiat 
mghl  occur  within  the  coming  year 
GRAPEVWE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING;  new 
limiled^ime  rales  Full  Page  $60, 1  /2  Page  $33  75 
1/4Pa9e$1875.1/8Pa9e$iain2Pa9e$8, 1/16 
Page  $6  Generous  dscounl  for  three  cr  more 
nsertons  Cal  (415)  467-9300  for  more  delate 
C(as5ffied.'20wordstor$1  Extra  line  50  cents 
Ad  and  payment  should  be  received  by  1 5th  of 
pnor  month  at  Visrtacion  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave ,  San  Franosoo.  CA  94 1 34 


spas,  supplies  natural  hair  careand 
personal  care  products  to  7,000 
professional  hair  s^ilonsand  spas 
in  29  countries. 

Anotlier  way  to  gel  a  greener  hair 
treatment  is  to  search  on  the 
websites  ot  green  hair  care  prod- 
uct makers  such  as  EcoCoIors, 
Aveda,  Modem  Organic  Products 
or  Innersense  for  salons  that  use 
their  products. 

Of  course,  if  none  of  the  salons 
in  your  area  have  gone  green,  take 
it  upon  yourself  to  encourage  them 
to  make  the  transition.  You  can 
start  by  showing  them  this  article 
and  suggesting  they  begin  to  carry 
some  all-natural  prtKiucts,  perhaps 
by  first  contacting  companies  like 
EcoColors,  Aveda,  Modern  Or- 
ganic Products  or  Innersense  to  see 
what's  out  there  that  they  could 
easily  transtion  to. 

Dear  KarthTalk:  Not  long  ago 
there  were  concerns  about  honey 
bees  disappearing.  Are  the  bees 
still  disappearing,  and  if  so  do  we 
know  wliy  and  do  we  have  a  solu- 
tion? -David,  Grand  Rapids,  Ml 

The  topic  of  disappearing  honey 
bees  first  cropped  up  in  2004  and 
by  the  spring  of  20t)7  was  all  over 
the  news.  Thousands  of  commer- 
cial beekeepers  across  the  U.S.  and 
beyond  were  reporting  ui  some 
cases  that  as  many  as  two-thirds 
of  their  honey  bees  were  flying 
away  from  their  hives,  never  to  re- 
turn. What  made  the  problem  — 
dubbed  "Colony  Collapse  Disor- 
der" (CCD)  — so  unusual  is  that 
most  traumas  to  bee  colonies 
leaves  bees  dead  in  or  around  their 
hives,  not  mysteriously  gone  alto- 


gether. 

Strangely  enough,  there  was  no 
aMicrete  evideno?  pointing  to  dis- 
ease or  predation  or  of  mites  that 
tend  to  attack  bee  hivc*s.  Some  bee- 
keepers reported  that  moths,  ani- 
mals and  other  bees  were  steering 
clea  r  of  tlie  newly  empty  nests,  lead- 
ing tospeailation  that  chemical  con- 
tamination due  to  widespread  use 
of  pesticides  might  be  to  blame.  But 
no  smoking  gun  emerged  and  the 
mystery  remains  today. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture's  Agricultural 
Research  Scrvice(ARS),  which  last 
year  convened  a  multi-agency 
steering  committee  to  assess  the 
problem  and  find  solutions,  several 
factorscould  be  combining  tocause 
CCD.  "Pesticides  may  be  having 
unexpected  negative  effects  on 
honey  bees,"  reports  ARS,  adding 
that  as  yet  unknown  parasites, 
pathogens  or  viruses  could  also  be 
wreaking  havoc  on  bee  colonies. 
Studies  have  also  indicated  that 
poor  management  of  populations 
of  commercial  honey  bees— in- 
cluding inadequate  diet  and  long 
distance  transportation— may  play 
a  role. 

In  one  study,  researchers  from 
Columbia  University  isolated  the 
presence  of  a  virus- the  so-called 
Israeli  Acute  Paralysis  Virus— in 
upwards  of  96  percent  of  the  hives 
studied  that  were  affected  by  CCD. 
Other  studies  point  to  widespread 
use  of  Imidacloprid,  a  common 
grub-control  chemical  used  on 
lawns  and  farmsand  which  has  al- 
ready been  banned  in  France  due 
to  its  alleged  effect  on  bees.  But 


finding  a  single  cause  of  CCD 
seems  unlikely,  and  ARS  research- 
ers point  to  the  possibility  of  "a  per- 
fect storm  of  existing  stresses" 
weakening  colonies  to  the  point  of 
collapse:  "Stress... compromises 
tlie  immune  system  of  btvs. .  and 
may  disrupt  their  social  system, 
making  colonies  more  susceptible 
to  disease." 

Whatever  the  cause,  CCD  re- 
mains a  real  threat  to  agriculture. 
About  a  third  of  all  American  farm 
production  is  dependent  upon  the 
pollination  efforts  of  commer- 
cially-raised honey  bees.  Whiledi- 
versifying  the  stock  of  insect  polli- 
nators beyond  just  one  species  of 
honey  bee  would  certainly  repre- 
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sent  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
re-jiggering  the  nation's  agricul- 
tural system  represents  no  small 
challenge. 

Not  surprisingly  perhaps,  or- 
ganic beekeepers  have  not  expe- 
rienced CCD,  leading  to  specu- 
lation that  overall  greener  man- 
agement practices  could  be  the 
answer  even  if  direct  causes  are 
not  determined.  Meanwhile,  ef- 
forts to  genetically  modify  bees 
that  are  resistant  to  predators 
and  pathogens  could  also  prove 
fruitful,  although  such  high  tech 
solutions  are  still  untested  and 
could  open  up  other  cans  ot 
worms. 


Improving  Pedestrian  Safety  Near  LRVs 

Supervisor  Carmen  Chu,  I  he  sure  that  motorists  sharing  the 
San  Francisco  Municipal  Trans-  road  witli  Muni  are  aware  of  the 
portation  Agency  (SFMTA),  need  to  stop  tor  Muni  customers 
which  operates  the  Municipal  as  they  exit  the  vehicles  and  pro- 
Railway  (Muni),  and  the  SHPD  ceed totheirdestinationsaspedes- 
on  Oct.  9  announced  new  decals  trians,"  said  Samuel  Lau,  SFMT  A 
on  Muni  Light  Rail  Vehicles  Deputy  Chiet  Operating  Officer 
(LRV)  as  part  of  an  ongoing  ef-  The  SFMTA  has  created  a  de- 
fort  to  enhance  pedestrian  safety  cal  for  placement  on  all  Muni 
around  transit  vehicles.  LRVs  that  warns  motorists  to 

"The  Sunset  District  contains  stop  when  passengers  are  exit- 
some  of  the  longest  stretches  ing  the  vehicles.  The  decals  were 
where  Light  Rail  Vehicles  (LRVs)  applied  this  week  on  the  entire 
are  above  ground  and  pedestrians  LRV  fleet.  They  reinforce  the  on- 
are  more  prone  to  the  dangers  of  street  signs  that  alert  motorists 
vehicles,"  said  Supervisor  to  the  need  for  caution.  Both  the 
Carmen  Chu.  "1  have  seen  many  decals  and  signs  are  part  of  an 
near  misses,  and  I  commend  the  ongoing  effort  to  make  pedestri- 
SFMTA  for  taking  this  important  ans  near  Muni  vehicles  safer, 
step  to  address  safety  for  pedes-  More  than  a  dozen  f^edestrian 
trians  around  LRVs."  incidents  have  occurred  on  the  N 

"Muni  vehicles  operate  in  traffic  Judah  and  L  Taraval  Muni  Lines 

citywide.  The  SFMTA  wants  to  en-  over  the  past  five  years. 


TW  AUTOMOTIVE 


COMPLETE  AUTO 
REPAIR  &  MUFFLER 


*  Foreign  &  Domestic 

*  Brake  Service 

*  Engine  Transmission 

*  Fuel  Injection 

*  Electrical  Service 

*  Insurance  Work 
Welcome 

*  Air  Conditioning 


*  Tune-up 

*  Muffler  &  Pipes 

*  Catalytic  Converter 

*  Performance 
Dual  Exhaust 

*  Custom  Bending 


415-^585-8281 

2500  Bayshore  Blvd.  ; 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134 
(Corner  of  Bayshore  &  Visitacion) 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

'On  Sept  25  at  9  45  a  m  at  Geneva  Av- 
enue and  Santos  Street,  officers  were 
flagged  down  to  report  an  attempted  rot> 
bery  The  victim  told  the  officers  that  a  lone 
suspect  walked  up  to  her  and  pulled  a  knife 
The  suspect  demanded  money  from  the  vic- 
tim The  victim  told  officers  that  she  ran  into 
the  street  and  traffic  The  suspect  began  to 
follovi/  but  was  cut  off  by  traffic  The  suspect 
then  fled  At  10 10  a  m  on  the  200  block  of 
Hahn  Street,  warrant  arrest,  officers  were 
on  patrol  when  they  obsen/ed  a  vehicle 
speeding  The  officers  pulled  the  car  over 
and  found  that  the  dnver  had  a  $30,000  war- 
rant Thednverwasan-estedforthevi/arranl 
and  ated  for  the  traffic  violations  At  4  30 
p  m  at  San  Bruno  and  Campbell  avenues, 
a  report  was  taken  from  a  victim  who  stated 
that  her  wallet  had  been  stolen  while  she 
was  on  a  Mum  bus  The  victim  got  off  the 
bus  and  discovered  that  she  no  longer  had 
her  wallet,  which  she  kept  in  her  purse  The 
victim  does  not  recall  anyone  approaching 
her  or  taking  an/thing  from  her  At  6  p  m  on 
the  900  block  of  Gottingen  Street,  an  officer 
vras  investigating  a  threatening  phone  call 
case  The  vicbm  told  the  ofl^icer  that  some- 
one has  been  calling  and  making  threats  with 
sexual  overtones 

'On  Sept  27  at  1 49  a  m  at  Santos  Street 
and  BIylhdale  Avenue,  officers  were  patrol- 
ling when  the  saw  a  vehide  fail  to  stop  at  a 
stop  sign  When  the  officer  stopped  the  car 
they  found  that  the  dnver  had  an  outstand- 
ing misdemeanor  warrant  The  dnver  was 
ated  for  the  traffic  violation  and  booked  on 
the  wan-ant  At  6  26  a  m  on  the  1600  block 
of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to 
investigate  a  fight  When  the  officers  amved 
they  found  an  intoxicated  female  suspect 
The  suspect  was  yelling  and  making  noise 
The  suspect  was  placed  under  arrest  for  pub- 
ic intoxication  At  1030amonlhe200  block 
of  Bfythdale  Avenue,  offtcers  were  flagged 
down  regarding  vandalism  to  an  auto  The 
victm  told  the  officers  that  when  he  parked 
his  car  the  pnor  night  it  was  okay  and  when 
he  came  out  in  the  moming  the  windshield 
and  tires  had  been  damaged  No  suspects 
wereobserved  Atl  50pm.atVelascoAve 
and  Santos  Street,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  rotjbery  The  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers that  the  two  people  she  was  with  beat 
her  up  and  took  her  cell  phone  The  sus- 
pects then  fled  At  4  16  p  m  at  Brookdale 
and  BIythdale  avenues,  officersil  responded 
to  an  alleged  domesfic  violence .  The  address 
in  question  has  been  receiving  false  calls 
like  this  for  some  tme. 

'On  Sept  28  at  9:57  am  on  the  1200 
block  of  Visitation  Avenuw,  offficers  were 
sent  to  investigate  a  robbery  The  victim 
told  the  officers  that  he  was  attacked  by 
two  suspects  tfiat  were  attempting  to  take 
his  IPhone  The  victim  said  that  while  he 
was  waiting  for  the  bus  one  of  the  suspects 
came  up  behind  him  and  used  his  finger  to 
simulate  a  gun  The  victim  told  the  officers 
that  he  wasn't  going  to  fall  for  that  The  vic- 
tim said  &iat  he  then  began  to  fight  with 
that  suspect  only  to  have  the  other  sus- 
pect )ump  in  The  victim  suffered  no  prop- 
erty loss,  just  a  few  bmises  The  suspects 
are  stil  at  large 

•OnSept  29at8  32pm  on  the  unit  bik  of 
Gamson  Avenue,  officers  vwre  searching  for 
a  sul)|ect  thai  was  wanted  on  a  vran^nt  fa 
drug  charges  The  officers  were  able  to  lo- 
cale the  suspect  at  home  and  take  the  sus- 
pect into  custody  Atl  15pm  officers v;«re 
investigating  a  residential  burglary  The  vic- 
tim toW  the  officers  that  she  stepped  out  to 
go  to  the  store  and  that  she  kxked  all  her 
doors  and  windows  The  victim  weni  on  to 
say  that  she  was  only  gone  for  30  minutes 
When  the  vctim  arrived  at  home,  she  no- 
ticed that  things  looked  out  of  place  as  if 
someone  had  ojmmaged  through  them  She 
then  noticed  that  her  rear  door  and  window 
had  been  broken 

•On Sept 30 at  12  55am  onthe200btock 
of  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  v«re  sent  to 
invest)g3te  someone  shooting  into  a  home, 
The  victm  tokJ  the  officers  that  he  vras  parked 
vraitingtogiveafnendande  ThevKAmsaid 
that  when  his  fnend  came  out  the  victim  sarf 
he  saw  tvw  suspects  v\/ajking  up  that  fooked 
suspicious  The  vctm  said  that  he  started 
driving  aviray  as  the  suspects  produced  guns 
arxl  started  shooting  The  victim  later  found 
out  that  his  fnend  was  stnx*  by  one  of  the 
tjullets  This  case  IS  under  investigation 

'On  Oct  1  at  1pm  on  the  2900  bkx*  of 
Geneva  Avenue,  a  victim  and  suspect  were 
mutual  acquaintances  and  were  together 
v\4ien  the  suspect  beccme  upset  at  the  vic- 


tim for  something  The  suspect  then  bran- 
dished a  knife  and  demanded  the  victim's 
money  The  vicbm  was  fearful  for  her  safety 
so  she  turhed  over  her  money  The  sus- 
pect fled  aboard  a  Mum  coach  and  the  vic- 
tim was  able  to  obtain  the  help  of  a  passing 
motonst  in  following  the  coach  while  she 
contacted  tfie  police  officers  met  the  victim 
who  reported  that  the  suspect  had  now 
made  it  into  the  BART  station  BART  was 
notified  and  stopped  the  tram  and  located 
the  suspect  aboard  the  tram  The  suspect 
was  positively  Identified  and  booked  at 
Ingleside  Stabon  At  340  p  m  on  the  300 
block  of  Afleta  Avenue,  a  victim  told  an  of- 
ficer that  he  was  sitting  in  his  vehicle  with  a 
fnend  when  the  a  known  subject  came  over 
andbeganvandalizingthevictm'scar  The 
victim  was  able  to  pull  the  suspect  avray 
from  his  vehicle  and  the  suspect  fled 

'On  Oct  2  at  1  a  m  at  Alpha  Street  and 
Raymond  Avenue,  a  police  sergeant  pre- 
pared a  report  for  theft  fnom  an  auto.  The 
vicbm  parked  and  locked  their  car  only  to 
return  to  a  broken  window  and  missing  prop- 
erty. At  9  a  m.  on  the  300  block  of  Teddy 
Avenue,  an  officer  was  investigatng  a  case 
where  someone  had  brandished  a  knife 
The  officer  spoke  to  numerous  witnesses 
and  the  victim  to  determine  the  validity  of 
the  case  A  suspect  was  identified  and  all 
the  infomiation  forwarded  to  the  Inspectors 
for  follow  up  action  At  1032  a  m  on  the 
400  block  of  Sunnse  Avenue,  officers  were 
searching  for  a  suspect  that  had  an  out- 
standing vtfan-ant  The  officers  located  the 
suspect  and  were  able  to  identify  him  with 
his  mug  shot  The  suspect  was  taken  into 
custody  on  a  drunk  dnving  wan^nt  At  1 2  41 
p  m  on  the  1900  block  of  Sunnydale  Av- 
enue, a  police  sergeant  and  officers  re- 
sponded to  assist  San  fwlateo  County  sher- 
iffs to  serve  a  search  wan^ant  The  officers 
made  entry  to  the  house  and  found  no  one 
inside  U  S  Park  rangers  and  San  fylateo 
County  sheriffs  took  over  the  investgation, 
since  this  wa%  a  wan-ant  issued  in  their 
county  At  349  p.m  on  the  100  block  of 
Bntton  Street,  officers  were  responding  to  a 
gun  call  in  the  area  The  officers  realized 
that  the  locaton  was  known  to  them  by  pnor 
contacts  with  the  residents  Once  inside  the 
house,  the  officers  were  given  signed  con- 
sent to  search  the  house  The  fiuit  of  their 
sean:^!  netted  a  parolee  at  large  (wanted), 
and  dnjgs.  Two  subjects  were  an^ted  and 
the  dnjqs  booked  for  evidence  At  6  p  m 
on  the  unit  block  of  BIythdale  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  sent  to  investigate  a  burglary  The 
victim  told  the  officers  that  she  was  walking 
home  when  she  observed  two  suspects  on 
a  ledge  8  feet  above  the  ground  trying  to 
get  into  her  house  The  victim  said  that  when 
she  saw  them  open  the  window  she  called 
out  to  them  Both  suspects  jumped  down 
and  fled.  The  vicbm  then  called  tfie  police 

'On  Oct  3  at  10  35  a  m  at  BIythdale  Av- 
enue and  Hahn  Street,  a  police  sergeant 
and  officers  were  investigating  a  call  of  shots 
fired  SFPDdispatchgaverespondingunits 
a  descnpbon  of  the  vehide  involved  Nu- 
merous units  blanketed  the  area  In  an  at- 
tempt to  locate  the  vehtde  Officers  began 
sean;:hing  when  they  observed  a  vehide  that 
matched  The  officers  nobced  that  the  dnver 
was  sweating  and  avoiding  eye  contact  with 
the  officers  The  officers  tokJ  dispatch  and 
other  units  responded  The  officers  ap- 


proached the  vehide  and  the  driver  was 
placed  in  cuffs  Inside  the  car  the  officer's 
found  spent  casings  and  a  gun  Another  ex- 
ample of  good  team  v«(1(  nets  a  gun  and 
onesuspectmcustodyAtll  Mam  on  the 
2400  block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  officer 
was  dispatched  to  a  store  regarding  an  at- 
tempted robbery  The  officer  spoke  to  the 
manager  who  stated  that  a  suspect  had  con- 
cealed numerous  items  that  she  took  from 
the  shelf  and  shoved  them  into  her  purse 
The  manager  confronted  the  suspect  and  the 
suspedthrewtheitemsontotheground  The 
suspect  s  fnend  then  pulled  a  stun  gun  fnxn 
his  pocket  and  threatened  the  manager  wi\h 
it  The  manager,  feanng  for  his  life,  let  the 
suspect  leave  the  store.  The  officer  did  not 
locate  the  suspect 

'OnOd  5  at  7 15  am  on  the  100  block  of 
\jx\)r  Street,  officers  responded  to  investi- 
gate a  burglary  The  vicbm  told  the  officers 
that  they  left  the  house  locking  everything, 
only  to  return  to  a  front  latched  door  and  a 
ransacked  home  No  suspects  were  ob- 
served At  9  p.m.  on  the  1100  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  ofl^cers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  vandalism  case  The  vicbm  told 
the  officers  that  a  known  person  to  her  was 
at  her  ftronl  door  attempting  to  kick  it  in  caus- 
ing damage  The  officers  observed  the  dam- 
agetothedoor  The  suspect  information  was 
fonwarded  to  the  inspectors  division 

'On  Od  6  at  6  p  m  on  Brookdale  Avenue 
at  Santos  Street,  officers  w&e  sent  to  inves- 
bgate  a  vandalism  case  The  victim  told  the 
ofl^cers  that  she  left  her  home  secured  The 
vicbm  said  that  when  she  returned  she  found 
that  her  front  door  had  been  damaged  No 
suspects  were  seen 

•OnOd  7al848am  on  the  unit  block  of 
Santos  Sfreet  an  officer  was  sent  to  invesb- 
gate  a  robbery  case  The  vicbm  told  the  officer 
that  a  know  susped  came  and  asked  her  for 
help  The  vicbm  refused  so  the  susped  be- 
gan to  chase  her  The  vicbm  tokJ  the  officer 
that  she  slipped  and  fell  The  susped  took  the 
opportunity  and  took  the  vicbms  purse  and  fled 
At  9:55  a  m  on  the  2200  blodt  of  Bayshore 
Boulevard,  officers  were  sent  to  investigate  a 
burglary  The  vicbm  told  the  officers  that  he 
saw  someone  fleeing  a  buikJing  that  is  under 
construcbon  The  officers  mvesbgated  and 
found  that  pnaperty  had  been  taken 

'On  Od  8  at  2  50  p.m  on  the  100  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol 
when  on  officer  observed  a  known  gang  menv 
ber  violating  a  condibon  of  his  parole  The  gang 
member's  condrbon  of  parole  was  astay  away 
order  from  the  1 00  block  of  Brookdale  Avenue 
Officers  pursued  the  sub)ed  on  fiaot.  but  tost 
the  subjed  in  the  immediate  area  Officers 
conbnued  to  acbvely  look  for  the  subject  At  4 
pm  on  the  1800  block  of  Geneva  Avenue, 
officers  responded  to  a  call  for  service  regard- 
ing a  theft  from  a  motorcycle  The  vicbm  told 
officers  that  tools  were  slden  from  ^  unlocked 
container  on  her  molorcyde  No  susped{s) 
were  identified  in  this  case 

•OnOa9at203pm  at  Bntton  Street  and 
Visitaaon  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vesbgate  a  theft  The  vicbm  told  the  officers 
that  she  was  vraibng  for  a  bus  The  susped 
walked  up  to  the  vicbm  and  took  her  cell 
phone  and  fled  the  scene  At  2  28  p  m  on 
the  1100  block  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  two 
police  sergeants  w&e  assisbng  a  police  in- 
spedor  The  mspedor  had  acquired  an  ar- 
rest warrant  and  was  attempbng  to  serve  it 


The  susped  in  the  case  was  not  located  At 
4  40  p  m  on  the  unit  block  of  BIythdale  Av- 
enue, an  officer  Park  was  invesbgabng  a 
threats  case  The  vicbm  told  the  officer  that 
she  was  threatened  by  a  knoviffi  person  to 
her  The  officer  attempted  to  locate  the  sus- 
pect with  negabve  results 

*0n  Od  10  at  2  36  p  m  at  Visitaaon  Av- 
enue and  Bfitton  Streeto,  fficers  were  sent 
toinvesbgateashoobng  The  officers  located 
the  vicbm  that  had  been  shot  once  in  the 
leg  The  vicbm  told  the  officers  that  he  was 
in  his  car  with  a  fnend  when  a  vehide,  dnv- 
ing very  fast,  drove  by  them  and  started 
shoobng  The  case  is  under  invesbgabon 

"On  Od  11  at  7  15  pm.  at  Kelloch  and 
Velasco  avenues,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vesbgate  a  vandalism  The  vicbm  told  the 
officers  that  as  she  was  viralkmg  her  small 
dog,  a  bigger  dog  became  aggressive  to- 
vrards  the  smaller  one  The  vicbm  told  the 
officers  that  when  the  bigger  dog  got  doser 
she  picked  up  her  dog  and  placed  it  on  top 
of  a  car  and  began  to  yeli  for  help  Although 
the  bigger  dog  never  bit  her  or  her  dog.  the 
car  she  placed  her  dog  on  was  damaged 
with  small  scratches 

'OnOd  13at1201am  onthel600blod( 
of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to 
invesbgate  a  theft  case  The  vicbm  told  the 
officers  that  she  parked  and  locked  her  car 
the  night  before  only  to  discover  that  some- 
one had  stolen  all  four  bres  from  her  car  No 
suspects  were  observed  At  6  a  m  at  San 
Bruno  Avenue  and  Wayland  Street,  an  of- 
ficer responded  to  a  call  regarding  a  rob- 
bery The  officer  met  with  the  vicbm  v^/ho 
stated  that  he  was  at  txjs  stop  when  two 
unknown  subjects  approached  him  One  of 
the  subjeds  began  to  grab  at  the  vicbm's 
pockets  and  told  the  victim  to  give  him 
money  The  second  subjed  stood  next  to 
the  vicbm  holding  a  gun  to  his  body  and  told 
the  vicbm  that  he  v«xjld  shoot  him  if  he  did 
not  give  up  the  money  The  suspects  took 
numerous  items  fi^om  the  vicbm,  hit  the  vic- 
bm m  the  face  with  the  gun  mulbple  bmes 
and  ran  down  the  street  Officers  called  for 
a  medic  for  the  vicbm  who  was  transported 
to  SFGH  for  treatment  Officers  searched 
for  the  suspects,  to  no  avail  At  9 15  a  m 
on  the  100  block  of  BIythdale  Avnue,  offic- 
ers were  sent  to  invesbgate  a  theft  The 
victim  told  the  officers  that  she  allowed 
someone  to  enter  her  home  Once  inside 
she  wer\\  into  another  room  The  suspect 
then  took  her  cell  phone  and  demanded 
money  tor  the  retum  of  it  The  vicbm  re- 
fused and  the  suspect  fled  with  it  At  9 10 
pm  onffieunitblxkofBlythdaleAvenue. 
officers  responded  to  invesbgate  a  burglary 
in  progress  The  officers  amved  and  called 
forotherunitstoassist  Once  the  residence 
was  surrounded,  the  officers  went  In  to  in- 
vesbgate Unfortunately  the  suspects  vi«re 
already  gone  The  victim  told  ttie  officers 
that  she  left  her  home  secured  and  that 
when  she  returned  she  saw  that  the  fiwit 
door  was  open  and  chained  fiiom  the  in- 
side The  vicbm  nobced  that  the  inside  ran- 
sacked and  she  called  the  police 

'OnOd  14at730am  on  the  unit  block 
of  BIythdale  Avenue,  an  ofl^cer  was  sent  to 
invesbgate  a  vandalism  case  The  vicbm  told 
the  officer  that  a  known  susped  broke  her 
window  for  no  other  reason  than  anger.  At  8 
p  m.  on  the  unit  block  of  fylcCarthy  Avenue, 
a  Police  Services  aide  prepared  a  report  re- 
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garding  a  robbery  The  vicbm  told  the  aide 
that  he  was  dumping  the  gartwge  when  he 
was  approached  by  three  unknown  male 
suspects  The  suspects  demanded  money 
\rom  the  victim  and  made  the  vicbm  go  in- 
side his  home  and  get  money  The  loss  was 
$100  The  three  suspects  fled  with  the 
money 

'On  Od  15  at  5  30  p  m  on  the  unit  block 
of  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to 
a  burglary  The  vicbm  told  officers  that  she 
left  her  home,  Ixked  the  front  door  but  left 
her  front  window  open  and  unlocked  The 
vicbm  said  when  she  retumed  home  she  ob- 
served muftiple  items  missing  Nosuspeds 
were  obsen/ed  at  8  p  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 
burglary  The  vicbm  told  officers  that  when 
she  left  her  home  she  locked  all  doors  and 
windows  The  vicbm  said  when  she  amved 
home,  she  found  her  home  had  been  ran- 
sacked and  several  items  missing  The  vic- 
bm told  officers  her  window  located  m  the 
rear  of  her  house  had  been  broken  No  sus- 
pects were  observed  At  815  p  m  on  the 
100  block  of  Everson  Sb-eet,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  a  suspiaous  vehide 
occupied  by  three  males  One  of  the  sub- 
jects was  in  possession  of  manjuana  The 
subjed  wasatedandreleased  At  10  30pm 
at  Schwenn  Street  and  Gamson  Avenue,  a 
vicbm  reported  to  a  311  operator  that  she 
parked  her  car  and  when  she  retumed  she 
observed  that  the  dnver's  side  door  was 
damaged  and  appeared  to  have  been 
kicked  The  victim  also  observed  the 
passenger's  side  door  had  scratches  and 
the  side  mimy  had  been  broken  No  sus- 
pects v«re  observed 

'On  Od.  16  at  11  25  a  m  at  Leiand  av- 
enue and  Desmond  Street,  an  officer  was 
sent  to  invesbgate  an  aggravated  assault 
case  The  vicbm  told  the  officer  that  the  sus- 
pect was  told  that  they  could  not  park  m  a 
constnjcbon  zone  because  the  sbwt  was 
dosed  The  suspect  believed  that  because 
he  had  a  handicap  placard  that  he  could 
park  there  anyway  The  suspect  ignored 
that  the  vicbm  was  standing  in  ftx)nt  of  his 
car,  and  hit  the  vicbm  with  the  car  The  sus- 
ped was  an-ested  and  booked  (A  handi- 
cap placard  does  not  authonze  the  holder 
to  park  illegally  The  placards  are  for  desig- 
nated blue  zones  and  are  exempt  from 
certain  legal  parking  areas )  At  1  p.m  on 
the  200  block  of  Peabody  Sb^eet,  an  officer 
was  sent  to  invesbgate  an  assault  case 
The  vicbm  told  the  officer  that  she  was  at 
home  and  that  she  became  involved  in  a 
verbal  argument  with  the  susped  who  is 
known  The  suspect  attacked  the  vicbm 
with  a  knife  that  resulted  in  the  vicbm  get- 
ting cut  when  attempbng  to  disarm  the  sus- 
ped The  suspect  was  sbll  at  the  scene 
when  the  officer  amved  and  was  an^sted 
and  booked 

•OnOd  17at341  am  atSunnydaleAv- 
enue  and  Santos  Street  officers  were  on 
pabnol  when  they  nobced  a  male  with  pants 
tom  down  waiving  the  officers  down  The 
officers  also  saw  two  suspects  that  were  next 
to  the  vicbm  When  the  officers  got  out  of  the 
car  the  suspect  ran  The  officers  went  to 
check  on  the  well  being  of  the  vicbm  The 
vicbm  told  the  officers  that  he  was  not  in- 
jured but  the  suspects  had  robbed  him  of 
his  things  The  officers  searched  the  area 
with  negabve  results,       see  Next  Page 
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Police  Cases  Officefssearchlngtheareafoundbullelholes 
•OnOcl.18a112  30amofittie1600block  in  several  houses  of  the  houses  No  one 
ot  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  was  injured  dunng  the  shooting  No  suspects 
invesl}gate  a  txirglaryTtie  victim  told  the  of-  were  localed  At  543  pnn  at  Sunnydale 
ficers  that  she  rented  a  hall  and  that  inad-  Avenue  and  Hahn  Street,  officers  were  sent 
vertently  she  locked  her  belongings  inside  to  investigate  a  case  where  someone  shot 
oneofltiet)3thnDoms  Whenthevicfimcalled  into  a  vehide  Although  there  vreng  some 
the  person  in  charge  she  did  not  get  a  re-  witnesses  the suspects  v«reabletoescape 
sponse  When  she  returned  today  she  saw  with  little  information  thai  could  help  the  of- 
that  the  t)athroom  door  had  been  pned  open  ficers  A  search  of  ttie  area  was  made  for 
and  the  property  was  gone  At  8  a  m.on  the  the  possible  suspect  that  resulted  negative 
2100  block  of  Bayshore  Boulevard,  an  of-  At  7  30  p  m  at  Bayshore  Boulevard  and 
ficer  was  sent  to  investigate  an  attempted  Leland  Avenue,  officers  wens  sent  to  inves- 
burglafv  case  The  victim  told  the  officer  that  tigate  a  stabbing  case  at  General  Hospital 
he  was  called  at  home  because  his  alarm  The  victim  told  the  officefs  that  a  known  sus- 
had  gone  off  The  victim  showed  the  officer  pect  stabbed  her  as  she  vras  walking  down 
the  back  of  the  store  The  officer  noticed  that  the  street  Tlie  suspect  then  fled  the  area 
the  fence  had  been  pulled  off  its  tracks  No  The  victim  went  to  the  hospital  At  9  53  p  m 
suspects  were  observed  At  8  p.m  at  at  Santos  Street  and  BIythdale  Avenue,  of- 
Blythdale  Avenue  and  Santos  Street,  offic-  ficers  were  on  patrol  when  they  noticed  that 
ers  were  sent  to  invesbgate  a  battery  case  the  car  in  front  of  them  was  a  stolen  car  Tbe 
The  vicfimtoldtheoflicers  that  shehad  been  officers  called  for  backup  and  stopped  the 
involved  in  a  fight  the  previous  night  and  did  car  With  the  assistance  of  other  Ingleside 
not  notice  that  her  face  was  swollen  Also  officers,  the  occupants  vwre  ejctracted  from 
that  day  on  the  200  Wxk  o(  BIythdale  Av-  the  vehide  and  all  detained  The  officers 
enue,  officers  were  patrolling  when  one  of-  continued  their  investigation  and  discovered 
ficer  observed  a  subjed  that  was  on  parole  that  thednver  of  the  stolen  car  aiso  had  drugs 
sitting  in  a  car  Ttie  officers  wen\  to  invesd-  on  her  That  suspect  was  arrested  and 
gate  The  officers  got  dose  to  the  vehide  booked, 

and  knocked  on  the  wndow  The  known  'OnOd  25at150am  onthe  lOOblock 
parolee  opened  the  window  the  officers  im-  of  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  and  a  police 
mediatelysmelfedtheodorofmanjuana  The  sergeant  were  sent  to  investigate  a  vandal- 
susped  was  taken  into  custody  A  search  of  ism  case.  The  vicbm  told  the  officers  that 
thecaryieldedmoremanjuana  Apardehdd  she  got  into  a  verbal  argument  with  the 
was  placed  on  the  suspect  and  booked  known  susped  The  susped  got  angry  and 
'On  Od  20  at  9  07  a  m  on  the  200  block  threw  a  rock  and  broke  her  car  window 
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of  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  vrere  sent  to 
invesfigate  a  burglary  case,  the  victim  told 
the  officers  that  she  was  at  home  in  her  bed- 
room when  she  heard  nose  from  another 
room  in  the  house  that  should  have  been 


Police  Summaries 

•Sept  25  12.01am,  Rutland  St  and  Tucker  Ave, 
traffcaccdent 

•Sep!  27  10am.  IfiOOblockofSunnydaieAve, 
stolen  aulo 

'SepI  27  1230pm, 3400blockofSanBfunoAve, 
empty.  The  victtm  said  that  she  vi«nt  to  in-  macjent 

vestjgate  and  found  an  unknown  susped  in  'Sept  29  i  am ,  Letand  Ave  and  Baystiofe  BiwJ , 

her  doo(way  The  susped  fled  when  tie  saw  recovered  auto,  caoartvehde 

thevicbm  *Sep(30  11  50pm,VelascoA«  andCasbloSl. 

•On  Oct  23  at  9  45  a  m  at  Visrtaaon  Av-  JStiT*  ^ . 

«,..«^„^c-,..™c»,™i   t  Ocl2  223pm, UnilblockotLelandAve, recov- 

enue  and  Sawyer  Street  an  officer  was  sent  eredauto 

to  investigate  an  incident  regarding  a  bat-  -oct  2  ii  40pm,  SunnydafeAw  artdHahnSt, 

teryThevidimtokJtheoffioerthattheknown  suspended Icenscwhcle towed 

susped  hit  her  for  no  reason  other  than  an  'Oct  3  1 03  p  m ,  1400  Wock  ot  Somereet  St ,  re- 


incidental  bump  earlier  in  the  day  The  vic- 
tm  said  that  because  of  that  incident,  the 
susped  beat  up  the  victim  The  susped  was 
arrested,  then  aled  and  given  a  court  date 
A(  7  33  p  m  at  Brookdale  Avenue  and 
Santos  Street,  officers  were  sent  to  investi- 
gate an  assault  case  The  victim  told  the  of- 
ficers that  she  was  eating  with  some  fnends, 
when  one  of  the  guests  became  angry  for 
no  apparent  reason  and  pulled  out  a  gun 


ooveredauto 

*Oct  8  8  30  pm,  Sunnydale  Awe  and  Sawyer  St, 
traffic  GoKsion 

"Oct  1 0  2  36  p  m ,  Alpha  St  and  Leland  Ave ,  Haffc 
ooftson 

'Oct  11  1ani,B3yshoreBM  andSunnytlaieAve.. 
stolen  auto 

•Oct  12  8  30pm. 900 bkxkotGirard St,  stolen 

auto 

"Ocl  13  4  pm,  Sunnydale  Ave  andHahnSt,  traf 
ficcolleion 

•Oct  16  aiOarrvWildeAve  andRutlandSl.trat- 


and  held  It  to  the  victim  The  susped  then  fcaccbeni 

ran  away.  This  is  a  continuing  investigation  *Oct  16  4  53  p,m,  Santos  St  and  Velasco  Ave , 

At  9 1 5  p  m  at  Santos  Street  and  BIythdale  suspended  teense,  auto  towed 

Avenue,  officers  v«re  sent  to  investigate  an  'Oct  1 7  6  53  a  m .  Mansdi  St  and  Vertaton  Ave , 

attempted  homiade  The  officers  found  the  'S^iT^'  ^"1?^^  ^  o     ^ « 

vK:bmonthegroundwrthagunshotvwund  ^Zt^'^'""  400  t*xko(  Raymond  Ave, 

The  vdim  was  taken  to  the  hospital  imme-  -oct  17  12:29  p  m  400  bkjck  of  Rayirondrecov 

diately  The  officers  discovered  that  the  sus-  eredauto 

peds  shot  towards  the  vidim  several  times,  'Oct  1 7  9  p  m  500  block  of  Velasco  Ave ,  stolen 

sinking  him  The  suspects  fled  This  case  is  ^ 

still  under  investigation  "'^■^^  i0.l8pm,700btod(olVelascoAve.,re- 

Ot  Girard  Street,  officers  responded  to  a  eredauto 

house  regarding  a  shooting  Officers  spoke  'Oa  24  1 15  a  m ,  Hahn  St  at  Sunnydale  Ave , 

wrth  the  reportee  who  staled  that  while  she  suspended  fccense,  vehicle  lowed 

was  unk)ading  her  car,  she  observed  an-  549  pm.  1900  block  of  SunnydaieAve., 

other  car  stopped  m  the  middle  of  the  street,  '^J^T  '^'^  ^ 

a  su^ec.         of         h*.n9  a  gun  s^^J^^^^^^^S 

whidi  he  fired  off  numerous  bmes,  before  cap^an      uz*  i^ies^  st^on  and  oaa^ 

getting  back  into  his  car  and  speeding  away  JohnLdius  oiB^iew  Siaim  conintxii&i  to  this  repon 

Protecting  the  Health  of  Your  Children 


In  the  battle  to  banish  germs,  many 
parents  are  looking  for  an  alterna- 
tive to  alcohol-based  hand  sanitizers. 
One  reason  is  that  some  schools  have 
banned  these  sanitizers  from  class- 
rooms as  they  can  pose  a  serious  poi- 
soning risk  tochild  ren  if  accidentally 
consumed. 

Not  only  do  today's  most  common 
hand  sanitizers  ainsist  of  up  to  70 
percent  ethyl  alcohol,  a  liigher  alco- 
hol percentage  than  many  hard  li- 
quors, but  The  Journal  of  School 
Nursing  also  stated  that  alcohol- 
based  hand  sanitizers  are  undesir- 
able in  schools  as  they  can  present  a 
safety  hazard  to  children  because 
they  are  flammable  and  irritating  to 
eyes  and  open  wounds. 

In  response  to  these  concerns,  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
rro^ntly  updated  its2tX)9HlNl  flu 
recommendations  to  say,  "If  soap 
and  water  are  not  available  and  al- 
cohol-based products  are  not  al- 
lowed, other  hand  sanitizers  that  do 
not  contain  alcohol  may  be  useful." 

"Because  of  inherent  dangers,  our 
school  will  not  be  using  alcohol- 


based  hand  sanitizers  in  class- 
rooms/' said  Derry  Martabano,  di- 
rector of  the  Kiwi  School  in 
fVlahopac,  New  York.  "When  hand 
washing  isn't  available,  we  insist 
teachers  use  alcohol-free  prtxiucts 
to  help  prevent  the  spread  of  illness 
in  the  classroom." 

Fortunately,  alcohol-free  hand 
sanitizers  can  be  equally  effective  as 
alcohol-based  sanitizers.  When  hand 
wasliing  isn't  available,  many  experts 
recommend  using  products  such  as 
Smart  &  Silky  Kids  Foaming  Hand 
Sanitizer,  which  helps  kill  99.99  per- 
cent of  illness<ausing  germs  on  the 
skin  in  1 5  seconds  and  is  unscented 
and  hypoallergenic.  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA)  testing  has 
confirmed  its  ability  to  reduce  bac- 
teria on  the  skin,  and  it  has  been 
shown  to  be  effective  against  a  bR»ad 
range  of  dangerous  bacteria. 

The  active  ingredient  in  this  pn.)d- 
uct  isbenzalkonium  chloride,  a  non- 
drying,  moisturizing  and  condition- 
ing formula.  The  product  is  sold  at 
Target  and  OfficeMax  stores. 
www.offlcemax,com  ws 


Party  Marks  Completion  of  Valley  Herb  Garden 


\/a/fey  residents  celebrated  the  a>mpletJon  of  the  new  Greenway  hert)  Garden  on  Raymond  Avenue  on  Oct.  17. 

In/ Beth/ Pnmluill  very  tempting  array  of  cake  and  While  we  didn't  get  an  exact 

TheGreenwayHerbGardenlo-  other  snack  foods.  count  of  types  of  herbs  in  the 

cated  on  Raymond  Avenue  saw  a  One  of  the  most  pleasant  at-  garden  there  must  be  well  over 

steady  stream  of  visitors  on  Sat-  tributes  in  this  garden  is  the  light  a  dozen,  interspersed  with  dif- 

urday,  October  17  for  the celebra-  lavender  scent  as  one  strolls  ferent  varieties  of  grasses  and 

tion  of  its  completion.  along  the  winding  path.  Laven-  othershrubs. 

Visitors  enjoyed  refreshments  der  lines  the  walkway,  and  the  As  gardener  Fran  Martin  said, 

which  included  fruit  harvested  terraces  present  a  wide  range  of  "It's  a  work  in  progress"  as  the 

from  the  Greenway  along  with  a  plants  and  color  plantcommunity  establishesitself. 


Friends  of  San  Francisco  Library  & 
Visitacion  Valley  History  Project  Present 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Day 

November  14th,  2009 
11  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

El  Dorado  Elementary  School 
70  Delta  Street 
Free  Admission 


•Neighborhood  History  Exhibits 
living  History  Panel  11:30  a.m. 
•Neighborhood  Walking  Tour  3  p.m. 


•Circle  of  Elders  Video  1 ;  30  p.m. 
•Children's  Activities 

•Entertainment  Refreshments,  Drawing  for  Prizes! 


All  Proceeds  Benefit  the  Visitacion  Valley  Library  Campaign 

For  more  information:  Marian  Chatfield-Taylor  626-7812  X103  marian.ctavlortaifriendssfDl.orq 

FRJENDS./,A, 


Transportation 

Mum  bus  56  stops  at  Wilde  and  Delta.  From  Downtown:  T  line  to  Arleta,  transfer  to  56  bus 

Chinatown:  29  bus  to  Mansell  and  Hamilton,  walK  down  Hamilton  to  sctiool.  Parking  available  at  upper  sctiootyard. 
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Andorra 
Anguilla 
Aruba 
Ascension 

Island 
Barbados 
Bermuda 
Cayman 
Islands 
Cook  Islands 
Gibraltar 
Grenada 
Guernsey 
Liechtenstein 
Maldives 

Malta 
Monaco 
Montserrat 
Nauru 
Niue 
Pa  lay 
San  Marino 
Seychelles 
Tokelau 
Tuvalu 
Vatican  City 


Grapevine  Puzzler 
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Some  Little  Countries 

UIJIOPOJHN 
LEHCYESUIM 
ATEWRTYUSO 
WNRTYUEJLN 
ERGTTTUAAT 
RALURTDHNS 
FTRTIUYGDE 
SLRFMLTHSR 
AAYRSRLJJR 
UREFORRAHA 
TBFNDTTHJT 
UIDYADTJKT 
SGCJBDFUJR 
JMJNRDFLKE 
ARRRADJAJR 
DPSFBCJVHT 
TTYTTTIUKY 
IVESJKJTJI 
ALSIKOOCAK 
NETHCEILUV 


1855 

Match  clues  toansioers. 

1 .  It  fell  on  Sept  1 1  to  to  British  troops, 

2.  Incorporated  as  a  city  on  Jan.  1 . 

3.  The  Point  No  Point  Treaty  is 
signed  here  on  |an.  26. 

•In  1912,  Massachusetts  passed  the 
first  minimum  wage  law  in  the 
United  States. 

•Sideburns  got  their  name  from 
General  Ambrose  Everett  Bumside, 
who  was  easily  identified  by  his 
muttonchop  whiskers. 

'Someone  considered  "bettle- 
browed"  does  not  necessarily  have 
anything  to  do  with  insects  The 
word  comes  from  the  Angic^-Saxon 
beot-ian,  meaning  "to  menace." 

The  popular  name  for  dogs,  Fido, 
comes  from  the  Latin  word  "fidus" 
for  faithful. 

The  graham  cracker  is  named  for 
Sylvester  Graham,  an  American  di- 
etary' reformer  of  the  early  1 800s. 

•Rugby,  North  Dakota  is  consdered 
the  geographical  center  of  the  North 
American  continent. 

•James  Polk,  the  11  th  president,  was 
the  first  not  to  seek  eection  after  a 
complete  first  term. 

•Written  in  1814,  Vw  Star  Spangled 
Banner  did  not  become  the  national 
anthem  of  the  U.S.  until  1931 . 

•Miami,  Rorida  got  its  name  from 
the  Indian  word  "mayami,"  mean- 
ing "big  water" 

^Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 

NOVEMBER  2004 

'Neightwrhood  residents  gathered 
on  Sept.  18  at  the  corner  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue  and  Hahn  Street 
to  celebrate  completion  of  a  com- 
munity-wide mural  project. 

•Visitacion  Valley  Greenway  and 
the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  held  an  opening 
party  on  Sept.  18  for  a  new 
children's  play  garden  between 
Teddy  and  Campbell  avenues  fea- 
turing an  Enchanted  Forest  and 
Magic  Meadow 

•In  an  effort  to  help  cu  rb  excessive 
illegal  dumping  of  trash  that  has 
plagued  the  southeast  sector  of  San 
Francisco  for  years,  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  pP  W)  announced 
a  pilot  program  that  would  have 
areas  n\os\  vulnerable  to  scofflaws 
equipped  with  hidden  cameras. 


4.  On  Feb.  1 1,  Emperor  of  Ethiopia 
crowned. 

5.  The  Daily  Telegraph  began  pub- 
lication on  June  29. 

6.  First  elections  held  here  Mar  30. 

7.  On  July  I,  Quinault  and  Quiieute 
ceded  tlieir  land  to  this  country. 

8.  He  became  Prime  Minister  of  the 
United  Kingdom  on  Feb,  5. 

9.  On  Mar. 3,  U.S.  Congressappro- 
priates  hands  to  create  this. 

10.  He  ascended  the  Russian 
throne  on  Mar  3. 

11 .  On  May  1 5,  theGreat  Gold  Rob- 
bery of  1855  occured  here. 

12.  A  Taiping  army  of  350,000  in- 
vaded here  on  Mar  17. 

A.  Lord  Palmerston 

B.  Kansas  Territory 

C.  England 

D.  United  States 

E.  U.S.  Camel  Corps. 

F.  Tewodros  II 

G.  Anhui 

H.  Ottawa 

I.  Sevastopol 
J.  Alexander  II 

K.  Washington  Territory. 
L.  London 

o-si  >irf-oi '3-6 'v-8 'a-z 

'9-9  '1-6  'd-t       '\\-Z  'I-I  ■sdBmsuy 


[  SezWho? 


Match  quotes  to  speakers. 

1 .  "Be  careful  about  reading  health 
books.  You  may  die  of  a  misprint." 

2.  "Even  if  you  are  on  the  right 
track,  you'll  get  run  over  if  you  just 
sit  there." 

3.  "Politics  is  more  difficult  than 
physics." 

4.  "Make  yourself  necessary  to 

someone." 

5.  "There  is  still  no  cure  for  the 
common  birthday" 

6.  "Middle  age  is  when  your  age 
starts  to  show  around  your 
middle." 

7.  'To  go  beyond  is  as  wrong  as  to 
fall  short." 

8.  "Knowledge  and  timber 
shouldn't  be  much  used  until  they 
are  seasoned." 

9.  "Much  learning  does  not  teach 
understanding." 

A.  Albert  Einstein 

B.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

C.  Bob  Hope 

D.  Mark  Twain 

E.  HeradihiS 

F.  Oiver  Wendell  Holmes 

G.  Will  Rogers 

H.  Confucious 

I.  John  Glenn 

3-6  'J-8  'U-l 
'>9  'I-S  'g-t  'V-e  'D-Z  'Q-l  su^iiisuy 


Sump,  the  Grump 


Single  Stop  USA 
Starts  CCSF  Sites 

Mayor  Newsom  and  Chancellor 
Don  Griffin  on  Oct  7  announced  that 
Single  Stop  USA  is  launching  the  first 
phase  of  a  system-wide  expansion 
in  San  Francisco  and  is  opening  sites 
in  three  City  College  campuses  by 
the  end  of  2009.  Single  Stop  USA,  a 
national  not-for-profit  organization, 
aims  to  reduce  poverty  by  helping 
indi%'iduals  and  families  access  bil- 
lions of  dollars  in  public  benefits  and 
resources. 

"College  education  is  the  path- 
way out  of  poverty,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "Single  Stop's  ground- 
breaking partnership  with  City 
College  will  transform  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  students  by  enabling 
them  to  complete  their  college 
education," 

Each  year,  at  least  $65  billion  in 
government  resources  to  help  strug- 
gling families  go  unclaimed  -  $3  bil- 
lion in  California  alone  and  $300 
million  just  in  San  Francisco,  By 
building  a  bridge  between  these  un- 
tapped resources  and  those  in  need. 
Single  Stop  helps  families  move 
from  dependency  to  self-sufficiency. 
Using  a  groundbreaking  technology 
platform.  Single  Stop  counselors 
identify  eligible  benefits  for  clients, 
then  guide  them  through  the  appli- 
cations and  connect  them  to  onsite 
financial  counseling  legal  assistance 
and  free  tax  preparation  services. 

Community  colleges  are  oneof  the 
most  effective  vehicles  for  lifting 
peopleout  of  poverty.  Unfortunately, 
financial  and  life  barriers  prevent 
most  students  from  graduating, 
"Single  Stop  can  change  that,"  says 
CEO  Elisabeth  Mason.  "Integrating 
the  Single  Stop  model  into  commu- 
nity colleges  harnesses  two  of  the 
most  effective  antipoverty  tools:  a 
post-high  school  education  and  co- 
ordinated access  to  America's  vastly 
undenjtilized  safety  net" 

Mayor  Newsom,  Qly  College  of 
San  Francisco  and  Tipping  Point 
Community  announced  the  partner- 
ship to  bring  Single  Stop  USA  to  San 
Frandscoat  Qt>'  College's  South  East 
campus.  For  more  informatioa  visit 
http://www.singlestopu  sa  ,org/ 

Sale  of  Native  Plants 

Find  plants  already  adapted  to  San 
Frandsco  and  northern  San  Mateo 
County  soil,  climate  and  pollinators 
at  the  annual  plant  sale  hosted  by  the 
California  Native  Plant  Society's 
Verba  Buena  Chapter 
The  sale  is  on  Thursday,  Nov  5,  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  County  Fair  Build- 
ing ,  (comer  of  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way )  in  Golden  Gate  Park , 
This  event  is  open  to  the  public  Ex- 
pert gardeners  will  be  there  to  give 
free  advice.  The  County  Fair  Build- 
ing is  wheelchair  accessible. 
More  information  can  be  found  at 
our  web  site:  http://www.cnps- 
yerbabuena.org 


Visitacion  Valley  Business  Directory 


Valley  tr^e  lislit}gs  in  the  415  area  code 
Callihe  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 
AQUARIUM 

DRAGW  aTVAQUAKUM  144  IdrtAve,  33*4568 
AUTOMOrr^ 

BAVSHORE  AUTO.  2?60  B^/shop  BM ,  467-61» 
aHYSHORE  SERVICE  2596  Baysfoe  BW ,  239-5239 
&iOThlERSAUTO  BODY.  2620  6ayshorp  GW 
OiAfiUES  GARAGE  2550  aayshcre  Sv^J  .  2397450 
nGEffSX[;TDeOOv,23lnduslnalW3y,ertStwB94005, 
467  6866 

TWAUTOMOTIve  2500 Baystae BM , 58S8281 
BANK 

BANK  OF  AMERICA.  bLOsrHfi.'je .  6224501 
BAKERS 

UTn£OUlAPOBAi<ESHOP.  169LelandAw ,  2392253 
BARBERS 

BARBERSHOP  3570  San  Bofio  A« ,  724-4398 
EMMA  S  HAIR  SALON.  35  LelantJAw.  587-7429 
THESHOPiB).  leOALfilandAw., 2396709 
BEAUTICIANS 

AS  YOUR.  170LelandAve,  756-1450 
BODY  SOUL  4  SPIRiT.  222  leland  Aw ,  333-7261 
CONNIES  HAIR  2436  Baysrtre  EM .  58&a288 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON.  199 
Leland Aw,  333-1005 
NAILSBY  JENNY.  50  LeiaretAw .  33J<800 
SHERRY  BEAUTY  SALON.  60  LelanOAw,  337-9081 
BLMD  CLEANNG 

SPEEDY  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (oommertaf 
arf]resx)eitalj  1116  OraO  Si,  467-7506 
BOARDMG  HOUSE 

ABiESCASA  850 ftuUand a, 3334664. (a. 3334693 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMY  ARAGON  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER 
467-8927 

VERNA  WALLACE  EA.  ZiX  Bayshore  BM ,  23&S333 
CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS,  i  1  Leiand  Aw ,  33J6382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITACION.  655  Sunnydale 
Ave  494-S517,  Ian  494-5513 
IGLESIA  EL  ESPIRITU  SAN7D,  38  LeIanO  Aw 
KOREAN  FIRST  PR^BYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave  .  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
Ifiland  Aw,  239-5457 

S  T  JAMES  PRESeVTEWAN  CHURCH,  240  Lelancl  Aw , 
58&6381 

WUifySWlSrChUfiC>y.305R3imnlAw,467«K5 
WS  raoON  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  8  Desmond 
St  .  3334503 
COFFEE 

OW£X£SnO<COFfEf.2155B3vsfaBeW, 467-2442 
HAPPyOONUr.  2600  Bay!foe  BW .  469-5309 
JOe  LHAND  OVt,  28  mand  Aw 
CREDTT  UNDN 

NORTHEASTCOMAJNCTYFEDERALCREDrrUNION. 

29  LaanO  Ave,  4340738 

DAYCARE 

CAROUSEL  DAY  CARE.  261  Hahn  a,  469-5353 
DENTBT 

VISITAQON  Vm£Y  DENTAL  OFFICE  (ARbtI  Kuan, 

DOS),  37  Island  Aw,  2395500 

DEVELOPERS 

VISTAOON  VALLEY  COMtAJNITY  DEVELOPffNT 
CORPORATION.  1099  Suvi><Jale  Aw .  587-7896 
ELEaRJCAL 

TATE  ELECTRIC  {Jcxi  Tat),  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDDY  ffs  HARDWOOD  FLOORS  309-6342 
FLORISTS 

IL  FIORE  FLOWERS  2466  San  &!«)  Ave  46&0145 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635 

Baysriore  Blvd ,  239-6990 

GROCERS 

CASA  LOPEZ  PRODUCE.  58  Leiand  Ave  ,  5e&4745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET  2203  Geneva  Ave ,  585-9240 
f^EMt£M«/<E7, 3574  San  BnroAw  467-7300 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  fl2,  65  Leiand  Ave ,  239-  7520 
UmEVWiGEMAf^.  1450SUTTycHeAw.  586-1815 
MiM  SHORTSTOP  2145  Geneva  Ave .  585-0978 
PICCOLO  PETE.  2155  Bayshwe  Blvd ,  468-6800 
Ml,  2200Baysrio'e8lvd  468-8646 
SHUN  LEE  MARKET  2400  Bayshore  Blvd ,  5864851 
TEDDYSMARKET  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SflAI  ON  HERBS  33-ALilard  Aw  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  hABEGG^-HYPNOTHERAPY.  371  Teddy 

Aw ,  468-5631 

MSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (A  HE  INSURANCE).  467-0236  Fax 
467-0276 

ROBERT  LEmAN.  CLTC  (BLe  Ooss).  3330650 
KTTCICN  CABWETS 

LEEOlANGINTERNAT10NAL25L£lm}Ave. 333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANOSCO  LANDSCAPES  (Uc  It  932022). 

256  Talbed  Si ,  585-9137,  sflandscapesaam 

LAUNDm/CLEANERS 

S4yrt«SH4iLfiiardAw 

arv  WASH.  83  Leiand  Aw ,  333-W67 

COIN  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY,  186  IdaxJ  Aw 

FORTY^INER  OEMERS .  51  Lalanj  Aw ,  2396418 


LELANDAV&iUE CLEANERS  15lLfiljtiA*  586-1412 

VALiEY  LAUNDRY.  90  lfilar«Aw 

WSITAOON  VALIEY  LAUNDRY  108  LfllandAw,  239- 

9030 

LEARNH6 

FIRST  PLACE  2  START  1252  Sunnydale  Ave ,  333- 
2659 

HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMLY DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER  2ib  Rey  SI .  586^700 
JOHN  KING  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER,  500  Raymond  Aw ,  333-1 375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Aw ,  452-4907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CH/LOfleVSPROGRAMS  lOSIuCtef  Aw, 467  5565 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL.  325  LeJand 
AW,  585-9320 
LIBRARY 

VISITAaON  VmEYBRANCH.  45  LeIandAw ,  239-5770 
fAANUFACTURER 

SEES  CANDIES  INC.  345  Scfwem  Si 
MEDICAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1704  SunnyaaleAve  584-3620 

HAWKINS  WiJj4GE  MEDICAL  CUNIC  (Oepl  Of  Putte 

Heaffi),  1099SunnydaleAw  .Acipo<ntmerts  71SO310 

OR  SAMHO.MD.  2858  San  Bruno  Ave ,  337-6135 

NEW  CARNIVALACUPRESSUREHEALTH  CENTER. 

24i8B»^shueBM  .  337-8100 

NORTH  EAST  MEDICAL  SERVICES.  LELAND 

AVENUE  82  LeIandAve  ,  391-9686  (ask  tor  Leiand 

Avenue  clmic) 

PORTOLA  FOOT  &  ANKLE  OJNIC  |0  Ovyang  Pate*) 

2858  San  BnfW  Aw  467-7500 

NOTARY 

ROYAL  PAOFIC  MORTCAGE  46  LeiandAw ,  33*4900 
ORGANIZATIONS 

ASIM  PAOFIC  AMERICAN  CCWMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  Bayshore  Blvd  .  587-2689 
WIUJELEPOWN.JR  TSNC^JTER  1652 Sunnydale 
Ave  584-6099 

CHINESE  FOR  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  IN 
VISITAQON  vmEY.  1099  Sunnydale  Aw  .597-5779 
GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOQATION.  60  Burr'Ave ,  584-2700 
GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
Sunnydale  Ave ,  333  Stfiwenn  Si ,  584-4044 
JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY  500  Raymond 
Ave ,  239-6233 

LELAND  HOUSE.  141  Leiand  Ave ,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  Ophons  (or  Crty  Kids),  590  Leiand  Aw , 
1334001 

SUNNYDALEBOYS&GIRLSaUB.  1654  Sunnydale 
Ave.  584-5078 

SUNNYDALE  DEVELOPMENT  COOOFFICE.  1652 

Sunnydale  Ave,B41-1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave ,  4674499 

PHARMACY 

VISITAQON  VALLEY  PHARMACY,  100  leiand  Ave  , 
23&5811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

WALTER  CORSIN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (treelanoe),  435 

S*vj«  Si,  587-9471,  lax  337-8820 

PtUMBNG 

MARK  VOEUfER  aUMSNG,  99  Arteta  Aw ,  467-  7401 
POST  OFFICE 

VISITAQON  USPO.  68  LeIandAve ,  (800)  275-8777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNATO  {Reahot.  C6Wt*e)/8an)i»). 83^1351 
LdFLUE-WALTON  &  ASSOCIATES  2428  BaysHoB 
8W,  557-8683 

CATHY  KUNE  SAUNDERS  (Zefitrf  RM/  Estate).  215 

vueaPortaiAw  731-5011  ex  I63 

RESTAURANTS 

BAYSIDE  CAFE.  2011  Baysftore  BW ,  467-2023 
HAPPY  FAMLY  FAS  T  FOOD.  1 07  Le&t)  Aw ,  3338999 
Gil  BAKERY  &  RESTAURANT  198  Leiand  Aw 
239-6283 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  1 10  Leiand  Aw ,  585- 1 167 
NAYAWr TAQUERIA ,  98 LeiandAw ,  587-7721 
TWO  JACKS.  167  LeIandAve .  337-0433 
SCULPTOR 

CAR7DR/GyNALS(M*al  Carta).  2H*n  Si.,  2394138 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DVNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Maqone  Ann  WBIi*ns, 
ceo  CareetaidSefl^nhanremanEStecafcsl)  467-7606 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 

CLAERPROJECT.  1099SunnydaleAve .  Sle  323, 
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Lowe's  Construction  Now  Underway  at  Former  Goodman's  Lumber  Site 


From  Page  1 

Home  Depot  abandoned  their 
plans  for  a  new  store  at  the  site  in 
early  2008. 

Lowe's  will  honor  all  of  the  com- 
munity benefit  obligations  for- 
merly pledged  by  Home  Depot. 
These  include: 

•A  $750,000  payment  to  theOffice 
of  Economic  and  Workforce  Devel- 
opment to  contract  with  commu- 
nity based  organizations  to  pro- 
vide entry-level  job  readiness  train- 
ing to  Bayview  Hunters  Point  resi- 
dents to  prepare  them  for  the  new 
retail  positions; 

"A  commitment  to  hire  50  per- 
cent of  new  retail  employees 
from  the  Bayview  Hunters  Point 
neighborhood  and  an  additional 
25  percent  of  new  retail  employ- 
ees from  the  surrounding  Potrero 
Hill,  Visitacion  Valley,  Bernal 
Heights,  Excelsior  and  Mission 
neighborhoods; 

*A  commitment  to  hire  50  percent 
of  the  new  construction  jobs  from 
CityBuild,  in  partnership  with  the 

San  Francisco  to  Open 
311  Customer  Service 
Center  to  Developers 

Fiom  Page  1 

A  new  section  of  EveryBlock 
{http://sf.everyblock.com/service- 
requests/)  created  from  a  311  data 
feed  available  on  DataSF.org  gives 
a  detailed  break  down  of  what 
people  are  asking  for  by  block, 
neighborhood,  zip  code  and  day. 

Earlier  this  year.  Mayor  Newsom 
announced  a  first  of  its  kind  appli- 
cation that  allows  San  Franciscans 
to  access  311  via  Twitter.  Instead 
of  making  a  phone  call,  members 
of  the  public  can  send  a  tweet  or  a 
text  to  alert  the  city  about  a  pot- 
hole, or  find  out  about  city  initia- 
tives. You  can  follow  31 1  on  Twit- 
ter at  (&'SF311. 

If  you  are  interested  in  using  or 
helping  design  the  Open  31 1  API 
please  visit:  http://apps.sfgov.org/ 
Open31 1  APl/?page_id=57. 


Building  Trades,  with  half  of  those 
from  the  Bayview  Hunters  Point 
neighborhood; 

*A  reduced  size  store  of  107,000 
square  feel  to  minimize  traffic 
impacts; 

"Incorporation  of  specific  green 
building  practices  into  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  store,  including  in- 
stallation of  rooftop  solar  panels; 

"Commitment  to  work  with  the 
City's  Day  Laborer  Program,  in- 
cludinga  $100,000  payment  to  the 
program. 

The  new  Lowe's  home  im- 
provement store  will  directly 
create  between  1 30  to  200  perma- 
nent retail  jobs,  approximately 
70  percent  of  which  will  be  full 


time  positions. 

The  project  is  also  expected  to 
generate  over  $1  million  annu- 
ally in  local  property  and  sales 
tax  revenues. 

"This  is  truly  a  big  win  for  the 
community,"  said  Supervisor 
Sophie  Maxwell.  "With  local  un- 
employment rates  soaring,  these 
new  opportunities  in  both  con- 
struction and  permanent  retail 
jobs  are  a  windfall  for  the  Bayview 
and  the  City  as  a  whole." 

In  anticipation  of  the  Lowe's 
project.  Supervisor  Maxwell,  Su- 
pervisor David  Campos  and  Su- 
pervisor Bevan  Dufty  have  called 
for  the  City  to  develop  a  land  use 
and  economic  development  pro- 


gram that  will  enhance  the 
Bayshore  commercial  corridor. 
Many  of  the  existing  small  busi- 
nesses on  and  around  Bayshore 
Boulevard  are  home  improvement 
businesses  that  have  struggled  to 
survive  since  Goodman's  Lumber 
closed  in  2000. 

The  Mayor's  Office  of  Eco- 
nomic and  Workforce  Develop- 
ment, along  with  the  Redevelop- 
ment Agency  and  the  Planning 
Department,  will  launch  a  com- 
munity planning  effort  this  year 
that  will  create  zoning  and  eco- 
nomic development  incentives 
to  cultivate  an  improved  com- 
mercial corridor  anchored  by 
Lowe's. 


Consimiers  Should  Act  Now  on  Expiring  2009  Tax  Breaks 


by  jasofi  Aldcnimti 

In  the  depths  of  the  recession  the 
government  passed  the  2009  eco- 
nomic stimulus  bill  and  tweaked 
the  federal  tax  code  to  help  boost 
consumer  spending  and  assist 
people  who  were  losing  their  jobs, 
homesand  benefits.  Now,  several 
of  those  tax  breaks,  rebates  and 
other  incentives  are  due  to  expire 
at  year's  end. 

Congress  and  the  Obama  Ad- 
ministration may  ultimately  de- 
cide to  retain  some  or  all  of  these 
benefits.  But  just  to  be  safe,  here  are 
a  few  you  may  want  to  tap  now,  if 
they  make  sense  for  your  indi- 
vidual situation: 

Homebuyer  tax  credit.  If  you 
haven't  owned  a  home  in  the  past 
three  years  and  meet  certain  in- 
come guidelines,  you  may  qualify 
for  a  tax  credit  of  up  to  $8,000  on 
homes  purchased  before  Decem- 
ber 1 , 2009.  This  is  a  tax  credit,  not 
a  deduction,  which  means  your 
taxable  income  is  reduced  by  the 
credit  amount.  For  more  details, 
search  for  the  First-Time 
Homebuyer  Question  and  An- 
swers document  posted  on  the  IRS 
website  (www.irs.gov). 

Property  tax  standard  deduction. 
If  you  don't  qualify  to  Itemized  de- 


ductions on  your  federal  income 
tax  but  do  pay  state  or  local  real 
estate  taxes,  you  may  qualify  to  add 
up  to  $500  ($1,000  for  joint  filers) 
in  property  taxes  paid  this  year  to 
yourstandard  tax  deduction.  Rules 
and  filing  inshuctions  are  complex, 
so  read  IRS  Tax  Tip  2009-47  at 
www.irs.gov  for  details. 

Sales  lax  deduction  for  new 
cars.  If  you  buy  a  new  car,  light 
truck,  RV  or  motorcycle  before 
December  31,  2009,  you  may  be 
able  to  deduct  state  and  local 
sales  and  excise  taxes  on  up  to 
the  first  $49,500  of  the  purchase 
price,  even  if  you  don't  itemize 
deductions.  The  deduction 
gradually  phases  out  for  those 
whose  adjusted  gross  income  is 
over$125,000  ($250,000  for  mar- 
ried couples  filing  jointly). 
Please  note  that  this  is  different 
from  last  summer's  expired 
"Cash  for  Clunkers"  program. 

Health  insurance.  If  you  are  laid 
off  before  December  31, 2009,  and 
your  employer  has  20  or  more  em- 
ployees and  offers  health  insur- 
ance, you  may  qualify  for  a  65  per- 
cent subsidy  of  the  cost  to  con- 
tinue coverage  through  COBRA, 
the  federal  law  that  allows  many 
people  to  retain  such  coverage  at 


their  own  expense.  Check  with 
your  human  resources  depart- 
ment and  visit  the  Department  of 
Labor's  website  for  more  details 
(http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/ 
cobra.html). 

Deduction  for  education  ex- 
penses. Through  2009,  parents  or 
students  may  deduct  up  to  $4,000 
for  college  or  other  post-secondary 
education  tuition  and  other  quali- 
fying fees,  even  if  they  don't  item- 
ize deductions.  There  are  certain 
restrictions  and  income  limits,  so 
refer  to  the  IRS'  Tiypt  Ten  Facts  About 
the  Tuition  and  Fees  Deduction  for 
more  details  (www.irs.gov/news- 
room/article/0„id=205361  ,OO.html). 

Educator  expenses.  Teachers 
and  other  educators  who  work  at 
least  900  hours  during  a  school 
year  may  deduct  up  to  $250  for 
eligible  unreimbursed  expenses 
they  paid  for  out  of  pocket,  in- 
cluding books,  supplies,  equip- 
ment and  software  used  in  the 
classroom.  They  may  do  so  even 
if  they  don't  itemize  deductions 
on  IRS  Schedule  A,  Read  Topic 
458  at  www.irs.gov  for  details. 

You  may  want  to  confer  with 
your  tax  preparer  or  financial  ad- 
visor to  make  sure  you  qualify  be- 
fore acting  on  these  tax  benefits. 
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Saturdays  are  Special 
At  Randall  Museum 

ITie  Randall  Museum  offersdrop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work- 
shops every  Saturday  from  1  to  4 
p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  (off 
Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro).  Work- 
shops are  $3  per  child;  $5  for  a  par- 
ent and  child  combo. 

All  kids  under  8  must  be  with  a 
paying  adult.  Call  554-9600  for  fur- 
ther irrformation. 

*Nov  7;  There's  fungus  among  us! 
Learn  alxjut  mushrooms,  toadstools 
and  fairy  rings  as  you  make  beauti- 
ful mushroom  prints- 

•Nov  14:  Observe  a  snake,  snake 
skin,  snake  skeleton,  learn  some 
amazing  snake  facts,  then  sculpt  a 
scaled  snake  sculphjre. 

'Nov  21:  Use  our  abundant  scrap 
wood  supply  to  design  and  build 
unique  fabulous  miniature  furniture. 

"Nov  28:  Using  an  easy  and  inven- 
tive method,  cut  and  loop  together  a 
leather  chain  necklace  or  bracelet. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities  in- 
clude: 

"Morning  Family  Ceramics  hxim  10 
to  1 1:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person  work- 
shop fee) 

'Meet  the  Animals  from  1I:15a,m. 
to  12  noon. 

*  Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 
"X^olden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Qub 
Exhibit  from  1 1  a  m  to4  p.m. 

Free  Composting  Qass 

A  free  Saturday  composting 
class  will  be  offered  from  10  a.m. 
to  12  noon  on  Saturday,  Nov.  4 
at  Garden  for  the  Environment, 
San  Francisco's  organic  demon- 
stration garden  at  7th  Avenue 
and  Lawton  Street. 

Since  it's  founding  in  1990,  the  gar- 
den has  operated  as  a  demonstra- 
tion site  for  small-scale  urban  eco- 
logical food  production,  organic 
garderung,  compost  education  and 
low  water-use  landscaping. 

Call  (415)  731-5627,  or  email 
info(?''gardenfortheenvironmenLorg, 
The  Garden  tor  the  Environment 
is  Wheelchair  accessible 


Vigit ftelop  Valley  Family  and  Commniilty  Servlceft  Center 


We  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Free  Eight  Weeks 
Parenting  Class 

Positive  Discipline 
Speaker:  Rhonda  Lawrence,  MFT 

November  3, 10, 17, 24 
and  December  1, 8, 15  and  22 
5  to  6:30  p.m. 

Free  refreshments  and  chidcare 


Drop-In  Consultation  with 
Mental  Health  Consultant 

Every  Thursday 
Novembers,  12, 19  and  26, 
1  to  5  p.m. 

Our  mental  health  consultant 
can  help  you  and  your  family  by 
providing  information  and  referrals 
to  get  supportive  services. 

Please  call  (415)  342-4364 
to  make  an  appointment. 


Every  Wednesday 

November  4,  11,  18  and  25 
6  to  8  p.m. 
Men's  Classes 

Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday, 
1  -  2  p.m. 
November  3, 10, 1 7  and  24 
Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  586-6998, 

Monday-Friday, 
9:30  a.m.-  5:30  p.m. 


November  2009  Activities 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
November  1  to  30,  9:30  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

Spanish  Support  Group 

Friday,  November  5,  5  to  6:30  p.m. 

Male  Involvement  Group 

Saturday,  November  7,  1  to  3  p.m. 

Chinese  Support  Group 
Friday,  November  12, 10:30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Family  Literacy  Introducung  Media 

Thursday,  November  12,  4:30  to  6  p.m. 

Kindergarten  Enrollment  Workshop 

Friday,  November  13,  5:30  to  6:30  p.m. 

Monthly  Parents  Support  Group 

Thursday,  November  26,  4:30  to  5:30  p.m. 

Marichelle  Punzalan,  Jenny  Sosa, 
Kevin  Blackwetl,  Jack  Kwong,  Molly  Hassler 


] 
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I  have  been  studying 

Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 


Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


All  Your  R^al  Estate  Needs.  Call 
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415,731.5011  X  163 
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